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trie lighting department being carried on
practically as a separate concern. When-
ever cheques need signing—and they have
to_he signed daily—the mayor and the
town elerk and the treasurer have to
be waited on for that purpose. This
Bill is introduced simply in order to em-
power the mayor and the general mana-
ger of the electric lighting department
and the accountant of that depariment to
sign cheques. 1t is introduced al the re-
quest of the Perth City Council, and has
passed ancther place without amendment.
It will be a greal convenience, and will
enable the work fo be carried out more
expeditiously,

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
include Clause 3¢

Hon. A. 1. JENKINS: No. Clanse
4 has to be inserted because it imeorpor-
ates Part XXV. of the Municipal Cor-
porations Aect, providing for the keeping
of proper books and accounts. The Bill
15 purely a formal measure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

lime.

Question put and passed

Bill read a second time.

Noes not Clause 4

In Committee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 9.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Lhe Premier: 1, State Trading Con-
cerns, progress of audit of accounts for
yvear ended 30th June, 1915 (asked for
by Hon. Frank Wilson). 2, Papers re
case of Hugh MeLeod (ordered on
motion by Mr. Smith,

By the Attorney General: 1. Partien-
lars of loans from Supreme Court funds
{asked for by Mr. Bmith). 2, Report on
inspection of liquors for year ended 30ih
June, 1913,

By the Minister for Mines and Water
Supply: 1, Amendment of by-laws,
Melropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Department. 2, Papers re
grant of special lease at Kalgoorlie to
W.A. Trotting Association (ordered on
motion by Mr. Smith,

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, PUR-
CHASE OF COMMODITIES.

Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. ’Loghlen)
asked the Attorney General: 1, Is he
aware that commodities required for the
State hotels ean be supplied by the local
traders$ 2, Why, therefore, should these
supplies be brought from Perth, thus re-
tarding the development of country cen-
tres?



[2 Novemser, 1915.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes, some of fhe requirements are ob-
tainable locally. 2, Supplies are only
senl from Perlh where the department’s
interesis are served thereby. Where sat-
isfaction is given, local storvkeepers re-
ceive preference,

r

QUESTION — RAILWAY TICKETS,
COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Minister for Railways: How many com-
mercial travellers’ railway tickets have
not been rencwed since 1st May last?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1t is impossible to state the
number of commercial travellers’ tickeis
renewed sinee the 1st May last, as sinee
the concession in force has been abolished
there is no means of distingnishing a
commereial traveller’s season ticket from
an ordinary one.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, PERTH-
MOUNT LAWLEY SECTION,

Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for
Railways: Will he arrange for the first
morning tram from the Mount Lawley
distriet to start from York-street in-
stead of Beaufort-street, so that it will
connect with the first country trains?-

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: This has already been arranged
and will come inlo operation with the
new time table on Monday next, 8th in-
stant.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL
BANK, ADVANCES TO GERMANS.

Np, BMITH asked the Premier: What
wag the total amount on loan to natural-
horn (termans from the Savings Bank on
the 1st July, 19152

The PREMIER replied: This infor-
mation eannol be supplied, as details re-
garding the nationality of applicants have
never heen tabulaled. It may be pointed
out, however, that no officer of the Sav-
ings Bank has any control over the mat-
ter of loans from Savings Bank funds.
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All loans are wade by the Colonial Trea-
surer on the recommendation of the Un
der Treasurer.

QUESTION—SUPREME COURT
FUNDS, MORTGAGE LOANS.
Mr. SMITH asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, What are the names of the
solicitors for all the mortgagors of
Supreme Court funds lent during the
past five years? 2, The total amouni lent
throngh each solicitor? 3, When were
the securities so held last inspecled and
valued? 4, By whom and what was his

report?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
The matler referred to in the ahove ques-
tions does not come within the province
of the Attorney Cleneral’s Department.
Such-maltters are dealt with by orders of
the Judges of the Supreme Court, and
are not subject to revision by the Gov-
ernment. His Honour lhe Chief Justice
has been asked to direet the information
to be supplied, and particulars will be
laid on the Table of the House when re-
ceived, T have to add that a return has
heen furnished, with a covering minute by
the Masler of the Supreme Court. I
move-—

That these papers do lic on the

Talbie.

Question passed.

QUESTION—FREEZING WORKS,

WYNDHAM.
As to Select Commitiee’s Report,
Hon. FRANK WILSON ({withont

notice) asked the Premier: In view of
the approaching end of the session—I
understand it is the Premier’s intention
to try te get through the work this week
—will he afford the House an oppor-
tunity of fully discussing the report of
the select commiliee appointed to inquire
into the Wyndham freezing works? T am
wishfnl, and members of my party are
wishful, that there should be an oppor-
tunity of diseussing the report before the
session eloses; and I desire an assurance
from the Premier on the point.
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The PREMIER replied: To-morrow
is private members’ day, and, if it is de-
sired, T ain prepared to make the con-
sideration of the select committee’s re-
port the first Order of the Day, and the
discustion can continue until it is com-
ileted. It is not the intention of the
Government to force the closing of Par-
liament for the purpose of avoiding Lhe
diseussion of any Order of the Day, The
Government have no desire to close ihe
session until all the Orders of the Day
are fully disposed of.

QUESTION—GAOL PRISONERS
AND THEIR TREATMENT.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (without
notice) asked the Hon. R. H. Underwoo
(Honorary Minister}: Has the Colonial
Secretary’s Department yet received a
further report in regard to the treatment
of the prisoner George Hughes at Tlal-
goorlie, and, if not, will it be available
hefore Pariiament prorogues?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister) replied: The Colonial Sec-
retary’s Department have not yet re-
ceived the report. Tt is expected daily.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you try lo
have it here to-morrow?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-

ary Minister): Yes.
BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’'s Further Message.

A Message having been received from
the Council nolilying that it insisted on
amendment No, 6, disagreed with the mod-
ifieation made by the Assembly to amend-
ment No. 4, and transmitted for concur-
rence  an  alternative amendment to
amendmert No. 1, the same was now econ-
sidered.

In Commitiee.
AMr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Mines in charge of the Bill.
No. 1—Clause 6, paragraph (c.), strike
out the words, “be elected by duly regis-
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tered unions of mine workers in accord-
snce with the regulations,” and insert,
“in aecordance with the regulations he
elected by Lhe majority of persons bona
fide employed in the mines in the severnl
mining  districls.,”—Alternative amend-
ment—Clanse 6, paragraph (e}, strike
oul 1he words “be elected by duly
registered unions of mine workers
in  accordance with the regulations,”
and insert the words “in accord-
ance with the regulations be elected by
persons bona fide employees empleoyed iu
the mines in ihe several mining distriets:
Provided that no person shall be eligible
to vote in any election for a Workmen's
Inspector who is not a natural born or
naturalised British subject”:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Couneil have insisted upon the amend-
ments, which deal with the method of
appointing workmen’s inspectors, QOrigin-
ally, the Ceuneil’s amendment provided
that workmen’s inspectors should be
elected by a majority of mine worker; but
the alternative amendment now provides
tlrat workmen’s inspectors shall he elected
by a majority of those taking part in
the ballot subject {o the proviso that those
taking pari in the ballof must be natural
born or vaturalised British subjects. In
view of the faet that I have no option
but to accept the alternative amendment,
or lose the Bill, I move—

That the allernative amendment be
agreed to.

Mr. FOLEY: T regret that another
place has insisied on the amendment. The
eleclion of inspectors by unions was an
arrangement arrived at by employers anil
employees on the goldfields, For many
vears there has not been a sipgle differ-
ence of opinion on the goldfields whieh
has not been settled by the union of em-
ployers and the union of employees. Ap-
parenily the other place do not wish in
any way to eounlenance unionism. [
feel it my duty to throw the onus of set-
tling troubles right on the employers, so
that they will not have the unions to fall
back upon. We shall then see who is
the stronger. Up to the present time the
braing of both sides have been requis-
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itioned in the event of trouble, but with
a full knowledge of what they are doingr,
the Legislative Council now insist on their
amendment being accepted. They ave
thus practically foreing the hand of the
mining community to show the strength
that they possess.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: The same conditions
apply all over the world.

Mr. FOLEY; They do nol, Now that
the employers’ union ne longer counten-
anve the union of employees, disputes
will have to be settled in the hest way
possible.

Question passed; the Couneil's allerna-
tive amendment agreed to.

No. 4—Clause 10: Add at the end of
the elause the following:—“A workmen's
inspector shall have power to do all or
any of the following things, namely—
{r} To make examinalion and inguiry
to ascertain whether the provisions of this
Act affecting any mine are complied wilh:
(b) To eanter, inspect, and examine any
mine and every part ihereof at all times
by day or night, with such assistants as
he may deem necessary, but so as not un-
negessarily to  impede or obstruet ihe
working of the mine: (¢) To exnmine
into and make inquiry respeciing the
state and condition of any mine or any
part thereof, and of all maliers or things
conuected wilh or relating to the safety
or well-being of the persons or animals
employed therein or in any mine contig-
uous thercto, and for the purpose of sueh
examinalion or inquiry the inspector may
require the altendance of any mine official
or employee, and such official or employvee
shall alfend acecordingly: (d) With the
aulhority of a distriel inspecter, but not
otherwise, to initiate and eonduet prose-
cutions against persons offending against
the provisions of this Acl: (e} Where
a district inspector is not available, or
with the authority of a district inspecior,
to obtain written stalements from wil-
nesses, and to appear al inguiries held
vespecfing mining aceidenis, and at in-
guests, and to eall and examine witnesses,
and to eross-examine witnesses.” The As-
sembly amended the Council’s amendment
by inserting at the end of the paragraphs,

[77]
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—“{f) To exercise generally such other
powers as ate in his diseretion necessary
for carrying this Aect into effect.” This
amendment the Council declined to agree
lo.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: JAs
another place has refused to aecept our
sugmestion, I have no alternative but
to move in the direction desired by the
Legislative Council to delete this para-
agraph, 1 move—

That the .lssembly’s further amend-
ment to amendment No, 4 be nol in-
sisted upon.

Question passed; the Assembly’s amend-
ment not insisted upon, and the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. G.—New clause: Add the followng
clause:—1, Any regulation or by-law
made or purporting to be made under or
by wvirtue of this Act shall—(a) be pub-
lished in Lhe Gazette; () take effect from
the date of publication or from a laier
date to he specified therein; and (e) be
judicially noticed, and unless and until
disallowed as hereinalter provided, or ex-
cept in so far as in confliet with any ex-
press provision of Lhis or any other Act,
be conelusively deemed 1o be valid, 2,
Such regulations and by-laws shall he laid
before hoth Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after publieation if Par-
linment is in session, and if not, then
within fourteen days after 1he eommenee-
ment of ihe next session. 3, If either
House of Parliament pass a resolution at
any time within one month after any such
regulation or by-law has been Taid before
it disallowing such regulation or by-law,
then the same shall thereupon cease to
have effect, subject, however, to such and
the like savings as apply in the ease of
the repeal of a statute:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
amendment was rejected hy the Legisla-
tive Assembly, but the Legislative Coun-
eil has insisted upon it. The amendment
deals with the question of regulations. 1
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil's amend-
ment agreed to.
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Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Couneil.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1815-16.
In Committee.

Resumed from 28ih October; 1Alr.
Holman in the Chair.
Vote — Railways and Tramways,

£683,975

Ttem — Additions, Improvements,
Opened Railways, £120,060.

Hoen. J. MITCHELL: I notice it is
proposed to spend £120,000 on improve-
ments to open railways. Last year we
spent £133,000. I would like {o know
liow it is proposed {o spend the sum this
year. I know that a great deal of work
is taking place in the melropolitan area,
and 1 know also that there is a sand-
shifting eompetilion laking place at East
Perth,

The PREMIER: It is impossible to
say exactly how this amount 15 to be ex-
pended., The hon, member might not
know, hut his colleagues who were in
oftice will know that this vote is utilised
largely for improvemenis which are
necessary to exisling lines. A fair esli-
mate of what is required is arrived nt
by the Commissioner after his tour, and
that has already rtaken place. If (he
Commissioner were here he would be able
lo tell hen. members that T cut doswn the
item by one-half, and when [ did so the
Commissioner wrote slaling that the
amount was only suffieient to provide for
works already in hand. As our railway
system is extended, as it is being ex-
tended, it will be found that this vole will
increase from year to year. With regard
to what the hon. member was pleased lo
call the East Perth sand-shifling com-
petition, that work is proceeding rather
slowly, The Commissioner has urged that
more money should he found to complete
this work as quickly as possible. The
present Government are not responsible
for it. It is one of the lezacies left to
us hy our predecessors. They resumed
tremendous areas of Jand near the central
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station for the purpose of improving the
working of the railway Lhere, .

Mr. George: You
Perth land.

The PREMIER: Only a portion of it.
The fact remains it is esseniial that this
work should be undertaken, to permit
of the beiter handling of the through
traffic. The work would not have been
rendered necessary if the South Swan
railway had been construcled.

Mr. GEQRGE: The working Railways
when taking over new lines invariably
found that they were not exaetly what
was required for the working of the
traflie. During my term of office as Com-
missioner, we had consuliations wilh the
Works Department, and they met us as
far as they were able to do, but at that
particular time there was a wave of desire
to construet cheap lines, and members of
Parliament ran mad on those proposals.
In other parts of the world the construe-
tion of railways is considered from the
point of view of what ihey will ulti-
mately cost to run. 1t is easy to build a
line in such a fashion that the cost of
running will be so great that alteralions
and improvements will always be found
necessary, That iz what this partienlar
item is for. T have always held that the
Government would be well advised if they
allowed a bigger smm of money to he
placed at the disposal of the survey ofli-
cers so that they micht seek for the hest
grades possible. One pertinent example
exists on the eastern railway, just beyond
Lion Mill. Tihere are (hree lines there.
The first was built in the early days: then
when Mr. C. Y. O’Connor came along
he proceeded to improve the grades as
far as the means at his command
allowed him, and he made a good job
of it In my time it became
necessary to  duplicate that  line.
When we made that dupliealion we seri-
susly eonsidered how hest to eul down the
running costs, Tn one place we found
13 curves in a mile, and a grade of one in
Borty-lwo. The railway surveyors got to
work, and instead of 13 eurves we had
one, and instead of a grade of one in
forty-two we got ore of one in two hun-

resumed the East
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dred and twenty. The reduction of a
grade reduces the running expenses tre-
mendously.  In respect to the Kast Perih
improvements, they are essential to the re-
moval of 1he loco. sheds from West
Perth, where there is not sufficient room
for the purpose, To provide for the loco.
sheds at East Perth il is necessary to
level the ground, and the sand taken
from there wili serve excellently for re-
clamation work at the riverside. As to
the re-grading of ihe line, it became a
question some years ago of reducing the
length of trains running to Fremantle, or
of providing two engines 1o each of the
tonger trains, Most eertainly this work
can be regarded as cssential. The Minis-
ler ought to he able to give us delailed
information as to how the money pro-
vided is to be spent. Certain improve-
ments in every respect desirable it should
be possible to postpone, but cerlain other
improvements are immediately essential
{ao the working of (he railways, and will
result in true economy.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I was astonished
lo find so large a sum on the Estimates,
because at the present time we should not
he effecting any improvements that ean
possibly be left over. We must make
what little money we have go as far as
possible, Of course such improvements
a5 will lessen the running costs are justi-
finhle, that is fo say, if the reduction
effected in the running costs is mare than
sufficient to cover interest and sinking
fund on the outlay. The Premier says the
money is to be spent on railways generally
and {he removal of the running sheds
from West Perth to East Perth. It is a
piiy the Minister could not have given
us more detailed information. However,
1 do not propese to move a reduction of
the item.

The TREMIER: Under the Railwavs
Aet {he Commissioner of Railways has
power to spend the money provided by
this vole. but he must first secure the
approval of ihe Minister. In the past it
lag been the custom to rezard the se-
curing of the Minister’s approval as a
purelv formal matter, in fact, in regard
to many works it has been no uncommon
practice {o have the works well nigh com-
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pleted before the Minister's approval is
obtained. 1 have succeeded in making
myself very unpopular as Minister for
Ratlways by insisting on my approval
beinz sought before any bui the smallest
works are underiaken, 1 hold that at
the present time we must all be satisfied
if the Railways can get throngh at all
with the eonveniences and facilities al-
ready provided., In regard to detailed
information eoncerming the expendilure
under this vote, it is furnished by the
Commissioner of Railways in hig report
lo Tarliament. Pages 75 to 79 of his re-
rort of last year are devoted to the fur-
nishing of 1his infermation.

Hon. Frank Wiison: But we would

-hike detailed information as to this vear’s

vote.

The PREMIER: It is impossible lo
give if. I bhave declared that the sum
provided is all the Commissioner ean ob-
tain for expenditure during this financial
vear on improvementls to existing lines.
The Comnussioner claims that the amount
provided is sufficient only to complete
some of the works in hand, and that
many necessary works will have fo be
suspendled.  Tf members desire a gunide
as to how 1his vote is to be expended,
ikey will find it in the Commissioner’s
report, which T may say ecosts £109 to
produee for the information of members.
Tf members will not give any attention to
fhese  and  ather departmental reports
published at great eost, we may just as
well save the money involved in their
production,

Hou, J. Mitchell : They are looked at.

The PREMIER: I am extremely
doubtful. T have insisted that, wherever
possible, the present facilities must be
made to suffice. 1E there is some require-
ment essential to the working of the rail-
ways, it must be provided. I declined to
approve  of some expenditure at
Speneer’s Brook, and the Commissioner
saw me personally and pointed out that
if the improvements were nol made, the
expenditure of ten times their value
would be involved in shifting the harvest.
e asked if T thought it wise to refuse
exrenditure in such a case, and I agreed
that the money must be found. Facilities
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essentinl to the economical working of
the railways must he provided, but that
is all that 1s being provided for this year.

Mr. GEORGE: Among the items of ex-
penditure shown in the Commissioner’s re-
port is one for the lengthening of jibs on
waier columns. This is necessary to per-
mit engines to take water on either side.
There is another item for the provision
of telephones wlich ave ahsolutely neces-
sary. Check rails on hridges and kerbs
are essentfial for the safe working of the
railways.

The Premier: 1 would not like to take
the respuusihility for refusing nmoney for
such works.

Mr. GEORGE: The Commissioner
could not submit a sehedule for this
anmount, because sueh items of expendi-
ture are eropping up from day to day.
In the eraze for building cheap lines
many essentials have been omilted, In
one insiance half round sleepers were
used and had to be taken out of the road.
The lengthening of the goods platform
was rendered necessary owing to the
growth of trade. Such expenditure ean-
not be set out in advance,

Hon. J. 1. Connolly: Those items are
maintenance more or less and should not
he done out of loan.

Mr. GEORGE: No.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: An exira tap on
an overhead tank is.

Mr. GEORGE: Maintenance consisls
simply of keeping things up to standard.
If an extra tap has to be provided that
is an addition. Tl would be tmpossible {0
expeditiously deal with the wheat traflic
unless provision were made on some of
the single lines for the crossing of trains.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : An overhead
bridge should be provided at the Mel-
bourne-road erossing. The plans were
prepared about four years ago and the
work is necessary for the convenience of
traffic and the safely of the publie.

The Premier: It is not essential to the
working of the railways. )

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Tt is, hecause
cither the railways or the public are in-
convenienced,

The Minister for Works: Railways in
the country are of more importance.
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The Premier: Yes, conveniences for
handling (he produce of lhe eountry are
of more importance.

Hon. J. ). CONNOLLY: Is any
amount for the bridge provided n this
item ¢

The Premtier:
farthings,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Then provi-
gion should have been made.

The Premicr: If you want to conserve
the lives of the people, I will close the
crossing and let them go around the other
way.

Mr, Allen: That is what they have to
do half the time.

The Premier: And the other half might
as well go around, -

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Premier
is entitled te his own opinion regarding
that. Business should not be refarded in
Lhis fashion, Melbourne-road is an im-
portant thoronghfare earrying from the
eoods sheds heavy traffic which roust ne-
cessarily eross the line there, A subway
has lately heen provided at Subiaco, and
T question whelber it will cater for any-
thing like so much traffic.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
inconsislent as other members of his party
have urged that the faecilities in the metro-
politan area are sufficient and that ad-
titional comveniences should be provided
For the men outback who are producing
the wealth whieh in a large measure is
cirenlated in the melropolitan area. A
man who eomplains at having to do for
another 12 months what he has had to
do for years is not a patriot. The Mel-
bourne-rond crossing is nof an urgent
matter even in normal times. Tt ean
wait for many years.

Mr. Allen: It bas waited for many
years.

The PREMIER: Some people would
like an overhead bridge at every street
crossing 1in Perth. A man in the eoun-
try has often to make a detonr of five
miles with a load of grain wlile a man
in Perlh complains at having to go
around hy another street in order to eross
by a bridge or subway. Not for many
vears will the time be opportune for pro-
viding this bridge.

Absolulely not {hree
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Hoen. J. D. Connolly: Why have you
provided a subway al Subiaco?

The PREMIER: That was provided
some time since.

Mr. Allen: It was not as necessary.

The PREMIER: It was a different pro-
position. What other way have people
to wet over the line there except by a
level crossing?

Ar. Allen: The same a¢ thuse using
Melhourne-road. They could go around
to the Jelimont crossing.

The PREMIER: Bat there was no
road connecting i, Jt was a cheaper
proposition to the communily to make
that subway thau to construct o road con-
necting with Axon-street. There ave
good roads connecting with Mclicurne-
road amd people using that read, if (hey
wish fo avoid walting a few minuoles or
longer to cross the line, must wo around
by (he subway at West Perth or the over-
head bridge at Perth. Whatever money
is available is required to provide facili-
ties in the inlerior. [Perhaps it would
have been cheaper if the railways in
TPerth had originaliy been construclted on
the viaduet prineiple, However, the hon.
member is not justified in urging the
construction of an overhead bridge at
this junctuore.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The point is
whether we should not have some peneral
information regarding the £120,000 we
are asked to vote for additions and im-
provements lo exisling railways. 1 ap-
preeiaie Lhe remarks of the member for
Murray-Wellington, but the items he men-
tioned are not matters for Parliament or
Ministers to bolher about. The Commis-
sioner is Juslified in deciding them for
himselfl. We are asked here to vole a
sum of £120,L000 for improvements and
additions to existing railways. 1 want
to know what are the main ilems which
it is proposed to spend 1thi= money on
for the current finaneial vear. I quite
anpreciate the fact that the Commis-
sioner eannot give us comylele details
whirh will aceount for the whole of this
sum. but. on the oiher-hand. he can-
not make up this amount without having
in mind a number of general works which
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Le proposes to go on with. He must have
a schedule of the main items whieh he
proposes to spend most of thc money
on. [ contend that we should have more
information given te us than has so far
been presented in respect to this item.

My, Swmith: How did the Commis-
stoner spend the money last year?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The parlicu-
lars are contained in the Commissioner’s
report. The main justifieation for ask-
ing for this amount should be oullined for
the information of the Commiltee, At
the present time Lhe Committee have no
information. Is it the intention of the
Giovernment to rehallast, duplicate, or re-
lay any large seciion of the railway?

Hon. J. MITCHEILL: T agree with
the Preinier (hat lhe country districls
are of more importance to 1the State at
present than Lhe metropolitan area in
the matfer of the expenditure of loan
moneys. 1 contend, however, that much
of this money has already been spent in
the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Mines: It is only for
the purpose of providing additional ac-
commodafion for the handling of pro-
duee.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: I am satisfied
that the Commissioner of Railways will
spend the money wisely, if the Premier
will allow him to do so. Will the Premier
zive us more information?

The PREMIER: I have given
House more information on this
fhan has ever previously been given.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: I say, ves. This vote
is drawn on from time to time as ocea-
sion arises for the making of improve-
ments to meet the changes which take
place in a gcrowing State like Western
Anstralia. To-day there may be no need
for improvements to be made, but before
the end of the finanecial vear this need
may be very great indeed. I have just
telephoned to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to ask what is now the amount which
he ean spend without first of all obtain-
ing my approval. I have learned from
him that he cannot undertake any work

the

vote
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of the value of more than £20 withount
first obtaining my approval as Minister.

Mr. George: How do you expect him
to do his work under such condifions?

The PREMIER: I have done this with
oue ohject, namely, to give an assurance
o tho House that we are careful in wateh-
ing the expenditure on this vote. T have
no hesitation in saying that 1 have every
confidence in the eare whieh would be
cxercised by the Commissioner in the ex-
pendilure of money. Tn normal times,
of course, 1 would not be so ridiculous
as to suggest that the Commissioner of
Railwayz should not spend more than
£20 without my auihority, but that is
the case now, at all events.

Mr. B, B. JOINSTON: Wonld it he
rossible under this vete to construet the
railway whieh Mr. W, W, Hedvees desires
to be built, without special authority?

The PREMIER: That does not come
under this vote at all.

My, GEORGE: 1f hon. members will
turn to the report of the Cowmmissioner
of Railways they will find that there are
109 items of works which have been
deemed (o be necessary and approved
by the Government, hut which are
marked as  incomplete.  Many  of
these llems Involve considerable amounis,
and would go a long way to make
up the £120,000. It is evident that
the Commissioner could not have under-
laken any of these works withoul
the approval of the Government. |
quite agree with the leader of the Op-
position that it should have heen possible
for the Premier to have furnished a
statement showing the main items of ex-
penditure under this head, and for him
to have told the Committee how much
money was reouired for the works which
are in hand but not yet completed.

The Premier: I have already stated
that the amount provided is only suffi-
cient to compleie some of the works al-
ready pat in hand.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What are they?

Mr. GEORGY.: T have a great deal of
svmpathy for the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. Last vear he had a defieit and this
vear he will have a bigger one. There
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is a great deal of information in his
report which hon. members could avail
themselves of it they took ihe trouble
to read it,

lem—Perth-Fremantle Railway—{ot-
lesloe deviation, £3,000.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the Min-
ister in charge of this work give the
Committee some information upon it ?

The MINISTER FOR WORWNS: This
is in connecton with the deviation neces-
sary in building the bridge over the Swan
river for the purpose of carrying railway
traflic to Fremantle, For some time past
the Railway Department have been ask-
ing for d new bridge. Ii ecosis helween
£2,000 and £3,000 per annum to keep
the present struecture in order. The Rail-
way Department will have to put in new
foundations fo the old hridge unless a
new bridge is built. It will be cheaper to
build a new bridge. This item will he
necessary for any small area of land
which may he required in conneclion with
the railway.

Mr. George: Will this bridge be in the
old position?

The MINTSTER IFOR WORKS: Nu;
nearer to Rocky Bay.

Ton. J. MITCHELL: Before we ap-
rrove of the deviation, we ought Lo know
the Government’s intentions in regard to
lhe matter, The utmost economy sheuld
he exercised in eonnection with the ex-
penditure of Loan money.

The Premier: You ean take the re-
sponsibility of cutting out the item. All
the information regarding this matter
was hefore vour Cabinet.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1 ask for rea-
sonable information. T want borrowed
money to be spent in reproductive work
in the country, as far as possible, The
jrassing of this comparatively small ilem
will be aunthority for the whole work. Ts
the present hridge unsafe?

The Vinister for Works: I have said
as much as T intend to gay on that aspect.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: YWhat will be
the length of the deviation, and the cost
of it?

The MINTSTER FOR WAORWRE: The
Fremantle bridge fo-day is safe, but to
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keep il safe will mean an expenditure of
between £2,000 and £3,000 annually. The
time is arriving when foundations will
have {o be put in, and it is necessary that
we should get a new bridge ready in case
the existing bridge becomes unsafe. The
siluation of the new hridge 15 now a
matler of discussion between the Publie
Works Degartment and the Commissioner
of Ratlways. My own wish is that, if
possible, the bridge should be placed on
land alveady purchased for the purpose.
This small liem is merelv for land which
will be necessary for devialion of the
railway. T do not think it would be wise
for me (o say where the new hridge will
go, even if T knew. ULater, an item 1is
rrovided for ecompleting the tests for the
hridge.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister might
take the Committee into his contidence as
to whether ihe removal of the railway
bridge is not rendered necessary by the
extension of the Fremantle harhour.
When T asked a question on the subject
earlier in the session, I was lold that I
ought not to raise a scare. “Since the
oj ening up of the harbonr works, an un-
exrected scour has heen cansed. As the
drelgine goes further, the boltom of the
liarbonr is lowered, and the seour must
continue until the safefy of the bridge is
endangered. The wmember for Northam
desires that the matler should be fully
dizeussed before even implied authority
iz given for the work. The difficulty
might he overcome hy adding to the ifem
the words “land resumplion.” The tesi-
g could #o on in the absence of aun-
thority for the entire scheme. before
arreeing to which we should have plans
and particulars.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
surnrised at hon. members asking what is
zaing to be done. The deviation has heen
in contemplalion for many vears, and has
been frequently diseussed. There eannot
he forther harbour extension until this
work is done. The urgent necessity of
the moment, however, is the bridee.
Tater, there is an item for deepening
Fremantle harbour. Dredging has gone
already as fa1 £3 i* can possibly go, hav-
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ing regard to the existing bridge.  All
hon, members who know the district

know what is proposed. If we had no
authority to expend moncy before we
broughl down plans, what posifion would

we be in? For the deviation of the rail-
way, a gp.ecial Bill will be brought down.

The tests rhould be completed before the
gituation of the new bridge is deecided,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 do not
think anything is to be gained by adopt-
ing the suggestion of the member for
Murray-Wellinglen.  ‘The Minister has
said that the money is urgently required,
and the neeessity For this item has been
plain for many vears. On the north side
of Lremantle harboir the wharves have
Leen advaneed (09 feet beyond the mark
set by ihe late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor.
1 only regret that the Minisler has not
made more progress with thre borings for
the bridge,

The Minister for Works: The horings
are all down.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do nof
know that any good purpose would be
gerved hy puiling in the words suggested
by the hoh. member.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The objee-
tion [. have is that we are in the dark.
We Jdo not know what ihe proposals are.
What is the general scheme?

The Minister for Works: We want to
nse the land in connection with this de-
vialion,

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Ts it pro-
posed to take the line right from Cottes-
loe and run it across behind Buekland
Hill, past the quarries, and conslruct a
bridge leading fo Fremantle; or is it
proposed to go down the south side of
the river inte South Fremanlle. and
across a bridge lo North Fremantle? We
do not know what lhe scheme is. 1 do
not even know where the bridge is (o De.

AMr. B. J. Stubbs: Not even the en-
gineers know.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, they
have lheir horings and are casting the
permanent eylinders for the bridge. Par-
liament is enfitled to know what {he
scheme is, and what it will cost on an
estimate.
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The Minister for Works: When we get
to the item I will tell you the estimated
cost of the bridge.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Bubt we
ought to have a plan showing us how the
railways are {0 be arranged. No definite
scheme has been put before us. Parlia-
ment is entitled to know something about
{he scheme, which apparently the Minis-
ter iras approved of. Again, we have not
complied with the Audil Aect, which pro-
vides that we shall have shown on the
Estimates the ultimate total cost of all
proposed works. The Loan Eslimates of
1911, our last year in olfice, show in
column 7 the full liability. The Aundit
Act provides that this shall be done, hut
we have not had it sinee 1911, In regard
to this £5,000 for the proposed devialion,
pages 8 and 9 show that it is for the pur-
pose of establishing a depdt and purehas-

“ing some material; so evidently it is
for ihe eommencement of the permanent
work, and we should know what the
scheme 1s,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
told the hon. member the other night that
it is imposible as yet to arrive at the total
cost of this work, However, it does not
mean the railway going down the south
side of the Swan River, that is, not east
of Rocky Bay. The railway will come in
somewhere near Cottesloe, and cut through
the area where the land purchase was
previonsly made, cross the river al the
castern side of the hills the hon. member
referred o, come down through Preston
Point, and go on to the harbour. This
money will be required for the purchase
of certain land at a reduced figure.

Hon. FRANK MWILSON: Most cer-
tainly it is to establish a depét and to
purchase some material. But T do nrot
think it has to do exclusively with the
bridge; because on page 26 we learn that
it is to provide for testing foundations
by borings practically ecompleted, and for
some progress with the sub-sirueture. Ap-
parently there are two works, onc for
Ihe deviation and one for the bridge. Tt
makes it all the more impetative that
the House should have seme idea of the
permanent scheme. I take the same ex-
eeption to the lack of information in re-
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gard o the harbour improvements. T do
nol know what we are going to do at
Geraldton.

The Minister for Works: 1 do nol
either.
Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: I do not

know whal we are aiming at at Bunbury,
or what we are atltempting at Albany.
It would be beneficial both for us and
for the Government if light were thrown
on these schemes. The time when Lhe
country is commifted lo a gertain work is
when the first few thousand pounds are
voted. If we pass this item we shall be
committed.

The Premier: What are we committed
to?

Hon, FTRANK WILSON : The Govern-
ment are committed to  the general
seheme, the establishment of a depdt for
the deviation.

The Premier: That is nol correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: It is printed
here; and further they will be com-
mitted 1o start upon Che eonstruction of
the bridge iiself.

The Premier: The only thing we are
committed Lo is to provide £5,000, if it is
found neeessary, Lo purchase land in order
to avoid paying an increased price for if.

Hon. FRANK WIELSON: It does not
say so here.

The Premier: Well, that is the posi-
Lion.

Hen, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
must expect us to believe what is printe:l
here.

The Premier: The hon. member can
please himself what he believes. 1 am
not asking to be believed.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not
ruestion the Premier’s veracity. e must
not ask the House to acept an ez parte
staiement when the purpose of the ex-
vendilure is already printed here in the
Estimates. The wording should be al-
tered if the money is for the purpose of
purchasing land in eohnection with the
deviation,

The Premier; That will compel us to
spend it in that way, As soon asg people
hear (hat land is to he bought down there,
we shall have to spend the money.
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Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: This House
should have the whole of the information
a3 1o the general scheme which the (ov-
ernment ave adopiing.

The Minisler for Works: That infor-
malion has already been supplied.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have hatl
a few general statements on the subject.
[ shozld think that we are in lor ¢lose on
an expendilure of half-a-million when all
this work has heen done. The House
should know what desperate need there
is for poing on wiilh this work.

The Minister for Works: 1t is wanlel
in (he interests of the Stale.

Mr, GEORGE: In order to test the
feeling of the Committee on this itewm,
I mmove an amendmenl—

That after the words “Perth-ITre.
mantle Ruilway-Coltesloe deciation’ the
words “land resumption,” be added.
The CHAIRMAN: I is not possible

for an hon, membher to alter an item in
this way. I eannot aceept an amendment
in that direction.

Mr. GEORGE: Can T nof move an
amendment to strike out the word “devia-
tion™?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannof do anything in that direction, e
can, of course, vote against Lhe item, or
move for a reduction.

Item—Rails and fastenings—Railways
(works), £33,000; (railways), £18,000.

Mr. TIHOMBON : Will the Minister ex-
rlain wihy the Watanning-Pingerup ex-
tension has not Dbeen included in this
item? This railway was passed during
last sesston, and the Minister assared us
that he had the rails for the construction
of the line. TUnfortunately these have
now bheen used elsewhere, but 1 see no
provision for replacing them on this
item,.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no provizion in this item for Lhe Pin-
gerup railway, This is a liability which
we have to meet for rails. We had fo
pay at the rate of £230 per mile more for
rails than we had to do 12 months ago.
At the present fime we are not buyiny
rails if we can possibly aveid it.

Mr. Thomson: Why are the Govern-
ment Buving rails for other lines?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
called tendders a little while ago for rails
and the inerease in price was so great
that il was thought advisable to hold
over the question of purchasing them for
lhe present. The lowesl tender we had
for rails was, 1 am glad to say, from an
Australian firm but, owing to pressure
and other orders, this firm withdrew the
price quoted, Tt iz impossible to say
where we ecan get rails at anything like
a reasonable cost.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Are you going on
with railway construction ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So
Ear as we possibly can. We have rail-
ways under eonstruetion, aod if ihe
money 1s available they will be carried
out. T should like every railway which
has been passed to be gone on with, but
unfortunately we cannot do that just
now, As soon as possible the Pingerup
railway will be put in hand.

Item—Rolling stock—Railways, £40,000.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: What rolling
stock 18 it proposed to buy? I hope the
Government will spend the money quickly
¢o that the harvest wili be handled more
expeditiously, There has been a great
improvement in the manner in which the
harvest has beer handled during the last
three or fonr years. We do not have the
harassing tlime which formerly existed.
I hope the CGovernment will be able to
keep this standard up.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We never had
much trouble with our railways.

The Premier: There is no system in
Australia, or indeed in the world,
where the produce is handled more ex-
peditiously than it is on the Western
Australian railways.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The stuff is
handled in Western Ausiralia very well
indeed. When we had the 14 million
bushel erop we handled it atl in three or
fonr months’ time,

The Premier: In the Eastern States the
farmers are pretty lucky in a good season
if they get rid of their produce hefore
the next harvest.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We should give
our railways credit for ihe way in which
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they have handled the producis of the
harvest, '

The PREMIER: This amount is lo
rrovide the bare necessities to comiplete
the work whieh is already in hand. 1
ineludes the halance of 5 “C” elass loeo-
molives which are now nearing eomple-
tion and which, 1 think, will he eompleted
by Chrisimas, 10 A.C.L. carriages. and
20 Z brakevans. This siock is all re-
quired i connection with the karvest
traffie,

Mr. Smiih: Is a dining ear vel jro-
vided for on the Great Sputhern railway?

The PREMIER: No, T am not aware
(hat it is. That 15 certainly neeessary for
the purpose of providing reasonable eam-
fort for peojle travelling on that line,
but it is one of the matters (hat might
wel stand over under existing conditions,
The people have for some time past pot
up with discomforis on that line, and ir
will not hurt them to suffer these a liltle
while longer, while the war is on. Thev
are not likely {o get a dining ear {his
vear. The A.C.L. carriages are for
corntry (ravelling and arve equinped willr
lavatories. The harvest comes in slmoest
simultancously from the various parls of
this vast country of ours, and I azres
with the member for Norlham when he
says that it has heen Iandled most ex-
redifiously by our railways. Tt is true
that we arve exrecled to disnoe of the
harvest almosl as soon as it leaves the
field.

Hon. J. Alitehell: Tt has alwavs been
done.

The PREMIER: Not fo that extent.
It has heen handled expeditiovsly,

Mr. George: Tt has been handled as
fast as eould reasonably be exrected.

The PREMIER: I think it will be
found, as the years go on and our nro-
dnefion inereases, that there will he diifi-
culties in the wav of shifting the harvest
as fast as has heen done in the past.
Ti will take a tremendous amount of
rolling stoek and fhe trouble will be ilat
much of the stock will only he nsed for
three months of the vear, No railwayv
system  eould successfully  conduet its
husiness on ihe basis of providing a guan-
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tity of rolling stock whieh would be lying
idle for nine monihs of lhe year. We
have been forfunate in the past in having
a tair amount of traffic after the harvest
was completed in the way of timber and
freight fo the goldfields, which have
rendered it possible to make all our
rolling stock pay for itself. We ennnot
hiope 1o keep up the present proficiency in
the handling of the harvest. [t will take
a tremendous amount of eapitul it we
are lo make every provision that is ahso-
luiely neeessary for keeping up the
standard which is at rreseni in existence
in this respect. The probabilities are
that the producer will have to suffer some
litile inconvenience in order (o avoid &
very greal additional burden being placel
upen the State in the provision of a
quaniity of rolling stock, which, as T
have pointed oui, would only be used for
three months in the year. This year we
are fortunale in having additional rolling
stoek becavse we have some which will
not be used in olher directions, The
Commissioner has gone into this natter
carefully and he is certain thot he will
he ahle to handle Lhe harvest, notwith-
standing ihe greater quaniily this year,
erqually as well as (he barvest was handled
in 1011-12,

Mr. THOMSON : TIn constructins
second-class corridor cars for the Great
Southern line T hope the Minisler will
have cach compartment closed. Unfor-
tunately on long journeys, some indivi-
duals take more liquor than they should
and tliey are a nuisance to others travel-
ling in the ear. Besides throongh the cars
being oren from en fo end it practieally
becomes a smoking compartment which
is disarreealle (0 some persons who are
travelling.

The PREMIER: I am exeeptionally
eraleful (e the hon, member for mention-
ing this matler. T recounise (hat along
e Great Southern Railway line where
there are no dining ears, many people
lake more liquer Ikan is good for them
and hecome an annoyance. I was (old
that ihis orly ocenrred where fhere were
dining ears but T am glad {o find lhat
ihis is not so, I think these compart-
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ments should be closed, not to the extent
of boxing {hem up as is done in connes-
tton with firsi-class eompartments, for in
a country like Weslern Australia we do
not want that. These ecomparimenis
could be closed to a cerlain height, leav-
g a space at the top.

Mr. THOMSON: I would not like it
to wo forth that the unly reason ! brought
the malier forward was Lhat people in
sccond-class  cariiages took 1oo  mmnch
drink,

The Premier:
yon gave,

Mr. TIIOMSON: 1 also instanced
that (hrough the ecarrvinges heing open
from end to end they practically became
smoking compartments, and there is also
the dust frouble, T want second elass
passengers to have the same comforts
and conveniences as those who travel
first class.

Mr. SMITH: Does this itein inelude
any provision for the bulk handling of
wheat? Do the Government propose to
o on with the scheme for handling wheat
in bhulk and for that purposze construet
sprecial {rueks?

The PREMIER: This ilemn does not
include any provision for the bulk hand.
ling of wheat. We have not dropped
il:e matter, we have simply pigeon-holetl
it for the time being because of the difli-
eulty of finding money and the delay in
dealing  with it  piecc-meal, also
diffienlty in getting shippers to earry the
wheat.  In normal times, shipbuilders
would build shins quickly for this pur-
rose. T think that Western Anstralia
will be forced to fall into line with other
countries in cobnection with ihe hand-
ling of wheat in bulk, and then no donht
ship owners will meet us, hut we counld
not welt shirs at the present time, ihere-
fore we msl wait until normal times,

Trem—RBurvevs, New TLines, £1.500.

Hon, J. XTITCHELL: This amnunt is
too small for the survey of new lines. Tt
is imnortant that new survevs should be
made. Money is spent when survevs are
made in the first inslance to get the besl
route. and the work of surveving lines
onght 1o be completed as soon as pos

rI\

hat is the unly reason
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sible. Some sessions bhack a Bill was
passed aulhorising a survey of certain
lines, This year there is no such Bill.
I'reviorsly D.inisters said they were going
lo do Lhe work not as it had been dune
before, bul 1o get the authorily of Pare
liament to the survey of ecertain lines.
Since then Ministers have found thal it
is not necessary to have such a Bill, 1
do not know if it was necessary pre-
viously, or whether it was done to deceive
the pevple. Now I understand the {lov-
grnment can ecarry out survevs without
a special Rill.  The survey of the Won-
ran to Goomalling lines, the Coweowing
line and lhe line Lo Lake Yearling should
e earried out, and there arve many sur-
veys (hat should he made. The Govern-
ment should have asked for authority to
spend more than £1.500 on this work.

[Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Me, THOVSON: Previously I stated
that the Minister for Lands, when Minis-
ter for Works, made a definile promise
to the people living between Ongerup and
Needleup that the swivey of a railway
line shonld be made. As a result of the
promise the people in the distriet put
in larger areas of wheat this year than
they would hnve done, and T do not think
they will be able to get their preduce to
market. If the people in the disirict had
Lthonght they were not going 1o get a
railway they might have hung off. The
present Minister for T.ands promise’
these people definitely that (here would
be a survev of the Ongerup-Needleup
line and the same applies to Pingerup.

The Minister for Works: T told the
people that 1t would not he done.

Mr. TIIOMEOXN:  Possibly it woull
have made all the difference to the people
as to wheller they would hang on or
leave the distriet. Other surveys are
provided for, and T am disappointed that
provision has not been made on the
Estimates for {he survey of this line.
T notiee that fhere is included the Perth-
Fromantle Railway, Cottesloe deviation,
the eompletion of the permanent survey,
and others thai may be authorised. Are
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we pledging this House to a definite
scheme and to spend a huge amount of
money on a deviation at n point yeb to be
decided? If we are asked to pass an
amount of money for a survey, we should
at least have some information given (o
us as to what the ultimate ecost of the
construction of the line will he.

The MINISTER T"OR WORKS: I am
surprised that there is so much opposi-
tion to the urgent and necessary work at
Fremantle. The hon. member is asking
for information about fhe expenditure
of £1,500 on the survey for the new line

ITon. J. Milchell: It is not enough.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
agtee with the hon. member. Unfortu-
nately, we are in that position that we do
not know where the money is to come
from. The hon. member asks what it is
going to cost to build this devialion, How
is it possible to ascertain the cosl until
the survey is made. Thereis a difference
of opinion between the Commissioner of
Railways and the Engineer in Chief, and
kefore we can determine anything that
will have to be settled. In regard to the
Ongerup-Needleup Railway, a deputa-
lion waited on me before the harvest, and
1 told them that there was no possible
chance of that railway being surveyed
this year. I do not think it is right to
introduce Railway Bills for the cxjpress
purpose of misleading people.

Mr. George: Has that ever been done?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
many occasions Railway Bills have heen
introduced when there has been no pro-
specl of ihe line being constructed.

Ilon. ¥Frank Wilson: Why did you
rass the Margavet River Ruilway

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hoped that the war wounld not last so
long.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
nothing to do with il.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
has everything (o do with it. The desire
to carry out this work is there, but we
have not 1the money. We have provided
on the Estimates all that we think we
shatl be able to deal with if we can get
the money. I cannot give a guaraniee
that I am going to carry ont the work in

The war has
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question, but we hope to do so. The total
amonnt provided for sorveys of new
lines [his vear is about as mueh as we
shall require for several years.

Hon, J. Mitehell: What? £1,5009

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have under construction at the present
time Ihe Wryaleatchein-Mt, Marshall line,
the Newecastle-Bolgart extension, the
Wagin-Bowelling line, Lhe IKukerin-Lake
Girace line, while matevial has been sent
down for the Esperance-Northwards line.
There are authorised and surveyed the
Nyabing-Pingrup line, the Dwardn-Nar-
vogin line, the RBusselton to Margavet
River line, nnd the Kondinin to Merredin
line. Hon. members know that we can-
nolt gel money for these lines. We have
also heen authorised to make surveys of
the Waongan Hills-Mt, Marshall line, the
Wryaleatehem-Mt. Marshall extension and
the Armadale-Dwarda line. Will hon.
members inform me whether there is any
immediate hurey for these lines?

Members: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
1 vepresenied those districts, of eourse [
chould say “ves.” Tf hon. members can
assitre me that by surveying these lines
the money will be available for their con-
struetion, T will agree to have the sur-
veys carried out straight away. The sam
rrovided, £1,500, will not go very far,
but it is as much as will be required this
vear.

e PIESSE: 1 am concerned to hear
that it is not intended to build more rail-
ways for some time to come. T would
remind the Premier of a promise heo
masle al Yorkrakine.

The Premier: T never made any pro-
mise,

Mr. PIESSE: Tlhe Premier admilted
the justifieation of the request made to
him by the people there, and he certainly
told them that he wounld give favourable
consideration {o the proposal for the eon-
gtruction of a rnilway.

The Premier: T did nob say that either.

Mr. PIESSE: T was present when the
Premier gave the peovple every encour-
agement and stated that as soon as funds
would permit the line would be built. The
Minister for Works is not fully seized
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with the conditions under which some
people have to cart their wheat. Many
have to carl as far as 17 or 18 miles, and
this season many thousands of bags will
have to be carted over n distance of 12
miles.

The PREMIER : When I went through
the distriet T recognised the difficulties,
but I fold the people that the conditions
would not warrant this State undertak-
ing to Dbuild another line to serve three
miles on either side. 1 said some means
would have to he found to relieve them
of having to cart such long distances,

Mr. Piesse: Yon made no refercnce to
when funds were available.

The PREMIER: T did. Tunds are
not available to build a line 50 miles long
to serve people three miles on either side
when there are other seitlers 20 to 30
miles away from a railway, Tt is ex-
tremely unforlunate that the men be-
tween the Dowerin-Merredin and the
Merredin-Northam lines are ouiside the
15 miles radius, but they are confined to
a strip of country seven miles wide. Can
we buyild a line to serve that strip of
country? Tn the Yorkrakine district are
to be found some of the best erops in the
State, but ounr duty is to provide for
setilers whe are still further removed
from railways. 1 saw on Nr. Hedges’
properly a caterpillar train which should
overcome some of our difficulties. The
tractor of the ordinary wagon, having a
small wheel, will not go over our roads,
even the constructed roads.

Mr. Thomson: It cuts them up.

The PREMIER: No, it goes through
them. The caterpillar train, although the
tractor weighs nine tons, makes less im-
pression on the soil than an ordinary
wagon. This deviee might help us to
overcome our diffieulties but it will not
pay us for years to come to build a rail-
way to serve a strip of couniry seven
miles wide.

Jtem—Wagin-Bowelling, £40,000.

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister he
able to construct this line to the Perth-
Albany-road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Act provides that the line shall he car-
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ried to the terminus, and we intend io
build the whole of it.

Mr. Thomson: I mean for the time
being,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
provision shonld enable it to be ecarried
to the Perth-Albany-road.

Mr. Thomson: Will it be built to the
Albany-road in time to lift this harvest?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hope so.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The people
at Lhe western end of the line, near
Mudiarrup, have becn waiting seven
vears for a railway. This line is not fol-
lowing the route they and I thought it
ghould take. I hope the line will be built
quicker than the Minister suggests. To
run from Wagin to the Perth-Albany-
road and not give Bowelling connection,
with its nataral port, Bunbury, will be
only half a job, and T am sure the rail-
way will nol pay unless it 1s earried right
through.

My, THOMSON: I do not suggest
that the line should be stopped at the
Perth-Albany-road. T was asked to urge
on the Government the necessity for hav-
ing the line constructed at least as far as
the Perthi-Albany-road in time to lift this
vear's harvest,

Jtetn — Perth
£58.000.

My, SMITII: How is this money tn
be spent? The lines are in a very bad
state and should be put in order, but it is
more nrgent to provide rolling stock, as
more people are walking than are riding.

The Minister for Works: Is that why
the receipts are increasing?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You know the cars
are useless wilhout extra power,

Mr. SMITH: The departnient could
do wilh twice the number of cars. I un-
derstand 10 bogey cars are being pro-
vided, but ihat nomber is not anything
like enough. When I asked the Premier
to extend the workmen’s tickets from
eight to nine o’clock, he axplained that he
could not do so on acecount of the short-
age of cars, This is one of the few pay-
ing departments conirclled by the Gov-
ernment and, in justice to the people
using the service, the Government should

Electric  Tramways,
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see that they are amply catered for. The
departiment has been starved; during the
past year not a new ear has been pro-
vided, notwithstanding fthat the {traffie
has inereased considerably. If extra ears
were put on, they would be fully ntilised.
[t is unfair that people going to work
hetween eight and nine should have to
pay the full fare. Most of them are
young girls and young men earning 12s.
to 20s. a week and they have to pay
the full fare.

The Minister for Works: The great
majorily go before eight o’clock.

Mr. SMITH: No, the great majority
go between eight and nine, whereas the
workmen earning £3, £4 and £5 a week
and going bhefore eight o’clock get the
advantage of reduced fares.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: We were pro-
mised all these things when the Govern-
ment took over the ears.

Mr. SMITH: Yes. 1 hope that next
year the workmen's ticket system wili
be extended to nine o’clock. Some of
the ears are i a sfate of disrepair. To
ane of them the rain gained aceess through
the roof.

The Minister for Works: That is very
common.

My, SMITH; It shows sheer negicet,
A little paint would have saved the car;
now the roof is a complete wreeck and
will cost hundreds of pounds to put into
repair. This appears fo he the condi.
tion of affairs right through the depa-t.
ment.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: To what is
the item going fo raise the eapital eost
of the Perth tramways? Those tramways
represent possibly the worst purchase
ever made by this State. The price paid
was ridiculously high, and utterly beyond
the estimate of the working railways.

The Minister for Works: The purchsse
was approved by all parties.

Mr. (Qeorge: But not the price.

Ho. J. D. CONNOLLY: Wow it is
proposed to add £88,000 to the cost of
the tramway system.

The Minister for Mines: Capital cost
must increase as the lines are extended.
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Hon. J. B. CONNOLLY: Cerfain ad-
dilions were promised by the Govern
ment, bnt have not heen made,

The Premier: \Where were they pro-
mized?

EHon. J, D. CONNOLLY : In u general
way. The Premier ean find them if he
turns np his speeches. Before even the
Crovernment took over the trims, the
wheels of the cars should have been dis-
carded, and possibly also the rvails, As
regards the tram track, the Government
have not kept faith with the municipali-
ttes even as well as the tramway com-
rany did,

The Premier: That is absolutelv in-
correct,

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY : The Murruy-
street deviation is not merely an nnneces-
gary deviation, but will have the effect of
depriving the trams of traffic. The best
part of the traffic is from the Hay-street
West district, and it is plain that, wilh
the deviation, there will be no advan-
tage to residents from Havelock-sivee:
eastward in taking the tram into town.
On the contrary, it would represent a
pure loss of time to them. That ecircum-
stance was pointed out to the Govern-
ment by a depuiation. 1%, for the sake
of argument, the tramways had to be
shifted from Hay-street, the devialion
aught not to have extended beyond Wil-
ham-streed, or at all evenis Melhourne-
read, The deviation seheme ought to
have been postponed, firstly because a
town-planning seheme was under consid-
eration, and secondly because of the war.
If the rails required renewal, still it is
qnite plain that to relay rails is an
niterly different matter from the putling
dawn of an entirely new line. Accord-
ing to the Press, the posts to carry {he
wires may arrive any time within the
next nine months, and there is a pros-
rect of the further unnecessary expense
of temporary wooden poles. The turn-
ing off of the trams at Pier-street
and Hay-street and at Murray-street
and Havelock-street will involve two
very dangerous erossings, and thus
the deviation will mean the retarding
rather than the facilitating of trafie. On
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the other hand, at Melbourne-road ther-
would be an absolutely level crossing.
All the length of line between Melbourn«-
road and Havelock-street might have heen
saved. Trailic from the Mount-sirest
district is similarly lost to the systemn.
Under the deviation scheme, all the linc-
are thrown together to go near the rail-
way, nnd the ooly result will he to feed
the roilway. I would advocale. in pre-
fercnee, laying the up tram Jine in Hay-
strect, and the down line in 8t. George’s-
terrace. As regards the extension fiormr
Mount’s Bay-road, is it 1o connect with
the Nedlands tramway or is it intended
to run along the foreshore Lo Nedlands?
I trust, not the latter, firstly hoercause it
would he somewhat apsurd to ron twa
lines of tramway so eclose togelher. and
secondly beeause the effect would he to
spoil the foreshore. In this lasl aspert,
the same objection applies as 1o Lhe
proposal of the tramway company
to lay a line into the King's Park.
It would be a great mistitke to allow {he
trams to go into the park.

The PREMIER: Although ithe hon.
member =ets hinself up as an expert,
he knows verv liltle ahout the subjeet.
The Government are eontent to accept
the opinions of responsible officers who
have studied the question. Being a
national eonecern, the trams should be
run from the point of view of the con-
venienec of the citizens as a whaole, and
not of a small seetion thereof. When the
Commissioner first suggested the devia-
tion of the line from IHayv-sireet we asked
why it should not be left there for the
present, The Commissioner said the
track would have to be removed, for he
would not take the responsibility of hav-
ing to run cars over ift. We have al-
ready derreased the speed of the irams
in Hav-street because of the had eondi-
tion of the track, not enly on ihe surface
hut below.

Mr. Allen: We told you that befere
von ftook over lhe trams.

The PREMIER: Whatever we were
told the proposzition was submitted to
Parliament and Parliament approved it.

Mr. George: Parliament did net know
the condition of {he rails.
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The PREMIER: In some places the
hase of the rails is abselutely destroyed
snd the rnils are sitting on an edge. The
Commissioner said that eventually one
line would have to he taken out of Hay-
sireet, and that as it was absolutely ne-
cessary to relay the track immediately it
wiag far better to put one line in Murray-
streel now than to replace hoth in Hay-
sireet and have to remove one to Murray-
sireet in, perhaps, five vears’ time on ac-
count of the increasing traflic. The only
exira expense involved in the removal of
the line lo Murray-street is the provision
of the overhead gear. We are not res-
ponsible for the delay in connection with
the pules. We have ogreed ihat it is de-
<irable to provide ornamenial iron poles,
but T have pointed out to the city eouncil
that under existing conditions, while we
have to pay exorbitant prices for im-
purled  material—the crnamental  iron
pules cannot he made in Auslralin—-it
would he better to employ men on the
preparation of wooden poles which would
sullice unfil we again reach normal times.
The answer of the counecil was, “Cet the
imperted poles o none¥

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Quite right.
Why should the Ciiy be disfigured with
wooden poles?

The PREMIER: AL the present time
we shonld, as far as possible, confine the
cexpenditure of our money wiihin our
own boundaries. We should not import
anvihing if a substilute can be provided
within ihe State. T asked the city fathers
to allow us to employ men in our forests,
welting out the wooden poles in order
thai we may keep ithe money here until
a favourable opportunity occurs for pur-
chasiag the ornamental iron poles in Lon-
don.

Mr, George: And they would not let
you?

The PREMIER: They would noi agree
to it.

Mr. George: They cught to be ashamed
of themselves,

The PREMIER: Tt is nol the first time
we have found local authorities prevent-
ing us from doing the best for the State.
We are just as much coneerned about
the beautifying of the City as are the
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members of the eity couneil, bul ab a
time like the present I am opposed to
sending money out of the State, Prae-
tically all the money expended in the de-
viation of the tramline to Murray-street
has heen cxpended in the State, It is
absurd for the hon. member to coniinue
to nrge that the two lines should be left
in Hay-street. The new post office is be-
ing erecled between the railway stalion
and Murray-sireet, and all knew that the
main body of iraffic to the City comes
through the central railway station.

Mr. Allen: Buf that is not the imiedi-
ate necessily for deviating the line?

The PREMIER : No; it is the bad eon-
dition of the present track.

Mr. Allen: When you proposed to pur-
chase the {ram system you told ws your
expert officers advised you that the line
was in good condition.

The PREMIER: No. They said it was
not in good econdilion, and that for a
numher of years we lave fo expend
money in bringing it up to standard. We
have been doing that continuously since
the purchase. In respeet to the Crawley
extension, that has been deecided upon
more for convenienee in operating
the system than for anything else. The
Commissioner assures me that the addi-
tional traflic will more than pay for the
extension, and that {he extension will
help very materially in earrying the sum-
mer traffic to the eity baths and (o Ned-
lands. 'The extension is not going along
the actual foreshore. There is a eonsider-
able reserve helween the rails and the
foreshore. That reserve will confinue
right along te Nedlands, and, of course,
will be open to the public.

Sitiing suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T do not
know whether the Premmer intends {o
finish the remarks he was making before
tea. He has given me only partial in-
formation in regard to the Perth elecirie
framways.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood {Honorary
Minister) : Get it out of Hansard,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That inter-
jection is on a par wilh the remarks of
the Premier on Lhis particular item. 1
asked for certain information in regard
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to ihe expendifure of £85,000. The Pre-
mier’s argument consists of a number of
insulting remarks to myself and the
Committee generatly. While this may be
worthy of the Premier, it is not worlhy of
the posilion whieh he occupies, ‘The oniy
information he vouchsafed to me was in
lie form of general abuse towards mysell
awd the eity counal.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): That was warranted,
Houn, J. I} CONNOLLY: These re-

marks were made because the city coun-
cil objected, as guardians of the City, to
allowing (he evection of some unsightly
poles. They were abused high and low
becanse they caused work to be sent out-
side this State. The eity couneil would
be wanting in their duty if they allowed
money to be spent on work of this des-
eription.  Beeanse the city fathers had
the lemerity to objeet in this manner,
both they, and myself for putting for-
ward their views, have been insulted and
abused, Abuse is no argument,

The Attorney General: You might take
a lesson yourself in this.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: People in
class-houses should nol throw stones,

The Attorney General: That is why I
made the remark,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: What do we
get for the original -purchase of the
iramways? Tt seems lo me we geb no-
(hing at all. We are told that a number
of cars have been built al the Midiand
Junetion Workshops, that a number of
lines will have to be relaid, and many
sleepers, and that the copper wire cable
will require atiention. Becanse I ask for
information I am insulted.

The Premier: You did not ask for in-
formation,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T asked why
the trams should be put in Murray-
sireet—

The Premier: I told you.

Hon. J. D. CONN'OLLY: The Premier
did not tell me. T want to know why the
trams were taken into Murray-street
through Havelock-street and not through
Milligan-street. The Premier says he has
railway aunthority, and that he is pre-
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pared fo accept this authority on such
matiers. He aecepts this authority be-
cause it snits hiz hook to do so. Did he
accept the authority when he brought the
report of the Commissioner of Railways
lo the House to say that the purchase was
only worth iwo-thirds of the money? He
did not. 1f he was not told what the con-
dition of the rails was, then the railway
authorities he relies upon are to blame.
1t he was told, then there is no wonder
{hat lie should have shown temper because
these matters are brought under the no-
tive of the country. I gquestion the rail-
way autborities of the Premier, because
the alterations were made purety in the
inlerests of the Railway Department. T
say I am as good a judge as the Premier
and as the railway authorities as {o the
conveniences required for the travelling
public. This is not only taking revenue
from the State, which it can ill-afford to
lose, but is causing the public a great
amount of inconvenience,

The Premier: Read the Commissioner’s
report and do not waste my time.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Tt might be
hetter lo waste the Premier’s time in this
way if it fook his attention off doing
other things which would be a detriment
fo the country,  The expenditure of
£88,000 brings up lhe toal expenditure on
* the tramways to over £600,000. This
was a coneern which should never have
been touched by the State, and certainly
not at the price. The eily council were
deprived of their rights,

The Premier: On a point of order, is
the hon, member in order in discussing
the question of the purchase of the tram-
way system under rolling stock?

Hon, J. D. COXNOLLY: That shows
how much interest the Premier is taking.
I am speaking on the item ‘“‘Tramways,
Perth Electric.”

The Premier: Is the hon. member in
order in discussing the question of the
purehase of the tramways under this
ilem?

The CHAIRMAN: T think the hon.

member is keeping his remarks within the
seope of this item.
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Hon. J. 1. CONNOLLY : This £38,000
is to be used to make good the faults in
the Perth iramways which were pur-
chased at a eost of over half a million,
but which were only valued at beiween
£300,000 and £400,000 by the Commis-
sioner.

Mr. ALLEN: I have heen asking for
information, but have net been able to
got it, as {o why the trams were diveried
at Havelock-street instead of further up
the track.

The Premier: Read the Commissioner’s
report,

Mr. ALLEN: T have done so but
have failed to find any reason for the
deviation,

The Premier: Paragraph 9, page 15
of the report will give the required
information.

" Mr. ALLEN: I do not sce anything
there. The Commissioner says that the
Department accept the responsibility for
advancing the proposal. Will the FPre-
mier tell vs where to find the informa.

* tion ?

The Premier: We paid £109 for
publishing this information.

Mr. ALLEN: The Government di-
verted the trams at Havelock-street
instead of Milligan-street, which would
have served all purposes. This de-
viation would have served the travelling
public fromx the south of Hay-street.
The Railway Department will lose eon-
sidlerable revenue by diverting the tram
at Havelockstreet. The Premier has
stated that Parliament purchased this
tramway concession.

F The Premier: And they did a wise

thing.
Mr., ALLEN : That is a matter of
opinion. At the present time it looks

as if, instead of a system costing £475,000,
plus the expenses of raising the money
and so forth, by the time we have an
up-to-date service and repaired the
tracks, the cost will probably be nearer
£600,000 or even more. However, we
have to make the best of & bad bargain,
bad from the country’s peint of view,
but, of course, an excellent bargain as
far as the company were concerned. The
Premier might explain to the Committee
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why the tram has been diverted at
Havelock-street instead of at Milligan.
street. It has been stated that the
congestion of traffic was the cause of the
deviation at that point, but T would
explain that the congestion is in regard
to the vehicular traffic and not pedestrian
traffic. The Premier might also explain
whether it is intended to leave the single
ling in Hay-street in its present position
or whether it is proposed to remove it
to the centre of the street. Then again,
it would be interesting to know why the
Covermment are substituting rubble in-
stead of concrete in that portion of
Murray-street where the wood blocks
have heen removed to permit of the
lines being laid. While the policy of
the Perth Municipal Couneil is to beautify
the city as far as possible, the Govern.-
ment intend to erect unsightly wooden
poles.

The Premier :
made in Australia.

Mr. ALLEN : It is proposed to erect
wooden poles so that the country might
save & few pounds and so that a little
more work might be provided for timber
workers in the country.

Mr. B. J. STUBDBS: It is surprising
to hear hon. mermbers objecting to this
item for the extension of the tramway
system. One would imagine they would
welcome it with open arms, because
everyone must realise that the ex-
tension of the system must be for the
benefit of the business people in the
heart of the city. I was of the opinion
that the deviation should have been at
Milligan-strcet instend of at Havelock-
street, but I saw the Comunissioner of
Railways and he convinced me that
Havelock-strest was the only street at
which the deviation could be made.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: He told me
that, as far as the Railway Depart-
ment were concerned, it did not matter
where the deviation was, even if it went
down as far as William-street.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : The Commissioner
told me he was strongly opposed to the
trams going down Milligan-street.

Mr. Allen: Why ?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Ti the Com-
missioner had objected to Havelock-

The others are not
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street, I feel convineed that the deviation
would have been made elsewhere. Wa
have heard to-night a good deal of
criticism about the purchase of the
trams, and I would ask how long is it
going to continue ¥ Surely hon. mem-
bers have thrashed out the question
sufficiently and they ought now to be
satisfied that the deal was o good one
from the Government's point of view.
During last year we found that not
only did the tramway aystem pay
working expenses snd interest upon the
capital invested, but it also paid £10,000
for repairs and over and ahove sll that
there was a profit of 2-22 per cent.
No matter what the price was that
was puid for the system, it was the only
price that the owners would sell at.

Mr. George: You could have bought
their shares for less money than you
gove for the whole concern.

Mr. 3. J. STUBBS: 1t has been a
good deal for the people. To-day we
are in the position of being within
reasonable distance of having one of
‘the most up-to-date tramway services
in Australia, and if hon. members object
now to a reagonable amount heing
apent on extension, what is to become
of the interests of the people ?

Mr. Thomsgon: Where does it say
anything about extensions ? '

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Minister
has stoted this amount is principally for
extensions.

Hon. J. D. Connolly :
renewals.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We know that
extensions are under consideration, and
it is mentioned that extensions are to
be made, and this work cannot be done
without providing capital. This is a
matter which interests the people in the
suburbs, far more than those in the
city, because they have to come into the
city and they enjoy the convenience or
sufler the inconvenience as the casc
might bhe. When the diversion was
proposed, not one public man in Subiaco
would sign the petition protesting against
the removal of the line from Hay-street,
and a large number of those who signed
did so under a misapprehension. A
number signed because the gentleman

He said for
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who was taking the petition around
told them I desired them to sign. The
member for Perth asked me to find o
man to take the petition around, and
the man coneluded that 1 was sup-
porting the protest. The members
for the «city constituencies are taking
up an extraordinary attitude in
objecting to this item because every
exiension of the tramway system un-
doubtedly benefits their electors more
than the people whom the tramways
serve, as it means the bringing of people
into the eity to spend their money.

Mr ALLEX: In order that it should
not go out that we have opposed this
item for extensions, 1 would point out
that we have been seaking information
regarding the diversion of the line at
Havelock-street. If this amount is to be
spent on extensions, we should have some
particulars. The member for Subiaco
said extensions are now being made,
but I do npt know of any.

The Premier :
sion.

Mr. ALLEN: That is completed.
On what is this £88,000 to be spent ?
I bolieve it is for renewals which the
Commissioner of Railways admitted was
the primary reason for removing one
of the lines from Hay-street. The mem-
ber for Subiaco has little ground for com-
plaint as to the service his constituents
enjoy. The people 1 represent have a
very poor service; 1 suppose a worse
one counld not be found. The Subiaco
people get first call on the cars, and we
ot West Perth often have the experience
of having to wait twenty minutes or
half an hour while car after car fully
loaded goes past.

The Premier: Those who travel from
SBubiaco are entitled to preference.

Mr. ALLEN: The Premier when
introducing the Bill for the porchase
of the trams, admitted that sufficient
car accommodation could not be pro-
vided to overcome this difficulty. Now,
however, the Premier has s big plant
in course of erection, and he will need
every fere he can collect to make it pay.
By diverting the cars irom Hay-street,
he will lose a lot of traffic.

The Crawley exten-
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Mr. George: I do not know how they
ave going to get arvund the corner.

Mr. ALLEXN: Locking at the curve
from a layman’s point of view, T think it
will be a problem franght with many
difficulties. I wonld like to have par.
ticulars of the proposed extensions.

The PREMIER : The cost to complete
the work slready in hand is approxi-
mately £46,000. In addition, provision
is being made for the oxtension of the
Mount’s Bay-read line irom Crawley
to Nedlands, and a duplication of the
Leederville line in Oxford.-street irom
Newcastle-street to the terminus.

Mr. Allen: We want to remake
the road at the same time as you are
doing the work.

The PREMIER: Yes: we are in
agreement with the city fathers on that
An amount of £14,000 also is provided
for repairs to enable us this year to relay
the one line which will remain in Hay-
street.

Mr. Heitmann: Why did not you
ghift them both out of Hay-strest ?

The PREMIER : T think it wonld have
been desirable, but some hon. members
argued that it would have spoilt the
beauty of our Ileading business and
commercial thoroughfare.

Mr. Heitmann:
gaid in Adelaide.

The PREMIER : I made incuiries in
Adelaide. The business men in Rundle.
gtreet nearly created a riot when tho
removal of the line from that thorough-
fare was suggested, and subsequently
they said there would be a riot if it were
proposed to again run the cars in Rundle.
street. These are matters which can
best be decided by trained people who
are not subject to wire-pulling on the
part of business men who imagine that
their business might be affected by any
change. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways and his officers are not influenced
by the business men in any street.
They are merely interested in making
the system pay, and they are deing that
very well.

Mr. Heitmann: Some people said
Perth was ruined when they built the
Horseshoe bridge.

That is what was
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The PREMIER: Yes, and did not
someone in the early days suggest that
Perth would be ruined if the railway
was built to Fremantle ? We have also
provided for ten bogey cars and material
for ten single cars. These items account
for the £88,000.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Notwith-
standing that the Premier had the
information, he tried to infer that wo
were opposing the provision for tram-
way extensions. The work in hand is
unquestionably renewals.

The Premier : How do vou know ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The only
tramway extension is a short one of a
mile or 8 mile and a quarter from the
Perth-Fremantle-road to Nedlands. Out
of £88,000, £606,000 is for renewals on
account of the absurd purchase made
by the Government. Why is the devia.
tion made at the dangerous corner of
Havelock-street instead of Milligan.street?
If the Commissioner of Railways has
recommended Havelock.street, he has
changed his mind, bascause he stated to
a deputation at which 1 was present
that from a reilway point of view the
deviation should be ot Milligen-sireet.

The PREMIER: I cannot allow
the hon. member's statement to go
unchallenged. The Commissioner of
Railways may have told the hon. member
that Milligan-street was suitable, in a
private conversation.

Hon. J. D. Connolly :
at the deputation,

The PREMIER : I am satisfied that
the Commissioner of Railways told the
hon. member nothing of the kind
officially. The Comimissioner made a
recommendation to the Government, and
submitted a report to Parliament recom.
mending the Havelockstreet deviation.
His last annual report states—

The Government as well as de-
partmental officers have been subjected
to some adverse criticiam in con-
nection with this matter. T, how-
ever, personally accept full respon-
sibility in advancing the proposals.
The prineipal object in view was to
remedy an obvious disability and
conserve the interests of the citizens
a3 & whole, and 1 desire, therefore,

No; it was
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to place on record the facts of the
cage from the administrative stand-
point, to demonstrate that my re-
cammendation was not made from
motives of ** departmental expediency™
as suggested in some quarters.
The Commissioner of Railways knew
it would be absolutely absurd to run
two lines of track in Hay-street with the
increase of traffic year by year. The
Cornmissioner said that Milligan-street
would not be suitable from the railway
point of view. His report further
states—

After careful consideration of the
views advanced by representative
bodies, the Government finally decided
that one line should remain in Hay-
street and the other be diverted to
Murray-street, with econnections via
Havelock and Pier streets respectively.
The work iz now in progresa.

Notwithstanding what the Comunissioner
of Railways may, in the hon. member's
opinion, have told him at gome time or
other regarding the operation of the
trams, the Commissioner was desirous
that while an alteration was being made
in the tram track advantage should be
taken of the opportunity to make another
alteration which would be necessary
sooner or later.

Mr. THOMSON: Am I to under-
stand that the tram line in Hay-streect
is dangerous and that therefore it
absolutely must be pulled up ? That
would be a reason why I could support
an item such as this, while the country
districts cannot get authorised railways
because of lack of funds. An amount of
£66,000 is to be spent on repairs to the
Perth tramway system, which seems,
as one hon. member has called it, & pup.
I feel almost inclined to move & re-
duction in this itemn.

Mr. TAYLOR : Can the Premier give
some idea as to when a atart is likely
to be made with the extension of the
Oxford-street tram ? The Oxford-street
tram is getting in a bad state, and before
the Leederville council became part of
Greater TPerth money had been voted
for repairing that street, and negotiations
were in progress with the Government
for the. taking of the tramway levels
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in that connection, so that both works
could be undertaken at the same time
and money saved to the Government as
well as to the Council, and, further, so
that the public might be saved the
unnecessary inconvenience of the traffic
being impeded twice over.

The PREMIER: In reply to the
member for Mount Margaret, as soon
as the Crawley extension is completed
so as to catch the Christmas traffic we
propase to po on with Oxford-street.
For the information of the member for
Katanning, may I repeat the statement
I made before tea, and in that hon.
member's presence, that the Govern-
ment found it essential to remove
the tram track from Hay.street because
that track was dangerous ?

Mr. Thomson: That fact does not
reflect credit on the engineers who
reported on the track.

The PREMIER : We had to reduce
the speed of the trams passing over
that track.

Mr., FOLEY : I hope the Government
will see their way to provide water carts
to water the tram tracks. In Victoria
Park and Leederville the tram tracks
are absolutely a disgrace. Watering
would be for the benefit of the passengers
and also to the advantage of the tracks.
A couple of water carts could go over
the whole system in less than half & day.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: WNow that the
Government have purchased the trams,
I suppose the State must put them in
repair.

The Premier :
the purchage ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : No. The
Premier made the purchase, and is
responsible for it.

The Premier ;: T am proud of it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : We now find
the rails of the tram tracks are worn
out, and that this deviation is recom-
mended because the rails are worn out.
I enter a protest against this expenditure
on the City.

The Premier: 1If you have a no-
confidence motion up your sleeve, launch
it, instead of stonewalling.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The purchase
of the trams has cost the country £300,000

Did not you vote for
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already, and here iz a further £88,000
to be spent on the system while the
country is denied agricultural railways,

Item—Electric Power Station, East
Perth, £182,000.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think the
Commiittee should enter a protest against
this item. What is the power house
to cost ? Will this item complete the
works, or will we be asked next session
to grant a further sum ? It is impossible
for the country to carry the burden of
interest and sinking fund on a million
of money spent between the Perth
trams and this power house. DBefore I
move for the reduction of the item, I
would like to hear fromx the Premier
what the total cost of the power house
will be.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The
original estimate of this undertaking
was £200,000, and now the |atest esti-
mate approaches £424,000. Before we
vote this £182,000 on the Estimates,
we should have some information. If
the cost of generating the current is to
be nearly 1d. why is it to be sold to the
conneil at -54d. 7 It seems that for 50
years the Government will have to
sustain a heavy loss on the hargain they
have made. I would like the Premier
to inform us as to the arrangements
entered into by Messrs., Merz and McLel-
lan for the carrying out of this work.
Evidontly some very serious mistake
has heen made, for a work that was to
cost £200,000 is now seen to be costing
£400,000. Some tine ago I was told
that the plans used for this power station
were those of a similar undertaking
carried out in Scouth America. I that
is s0, much of the huge mistake made
is easily accounted for. The suggestion
is confirmed by the use in the sheeting
of the walls of reinforced concrete
instead of local jarrah. The foundations
originally estimated to cost £2,000 have
cost, [ believe, some £40,000. Thisg
also is largely accounted for by the use
of an unsuitable plan. Apparently no
satisfactory survey was made of the
site. Again, [ fail to see why it was
necessary to pay & colnmission on the
whole of the work of the foundations.
The foundations consisted of powellised
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piles. The work of cutting and powel-
lising the piles did not require the
supervision of an expert electrical engi-
neer. The foundation and walls couid
very wall have been constructed by the
Works Department or the Railway
Department. The buildings could have
been erected entirely by local officers
with local material. The foundations
were¢ unnecessarily expensive, because
of the unnecessary concrete reinforce-
ments of the walls. What is the complete
undertaking going to cost, and why was
the building erected on this particular
site, involving the expenditure of £40,000
on the foundation ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : As the Premier
refuses to give us some infermation
I move—

That the vole be reduced by £100,000.
The Premier will not give us any in-
formation.

The Premier :
o dozen times.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This i3 no
way in which to carry on the business
of the country.

The Premier: No. The country
demonds that we should do business,
and not talk of it without end.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will  the
Premier not tell us why the estimated
cost has heen doubled, and is now in
the region of £424,000 ?

The Premicr : 1t is not anything like
that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Parliament
wonld never have agreed to the work if
it had thought that so mueh money
wag to be spent.

The PREMIER : I think the member
for Perth would not tolerate a reduction
of this vote by £100,000 if he knew the
facts. I would remind hon. members
that two years ago I explained all the
patticulars in regard to this question to
the House. The member for Northam
also took part in the discussion, and in
the wote. He i3, therefore, cqually
responsible with any other member of
this Chamber for the purchase: of the
tramways, and for the purchase of that
essential portion of the tramway system,
the power house. The House knew that
we would have to erect a new power

I have given it half
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house when we proposed to negotiate
with the Perth City Council in order to
have one power station to provide one
centre from which to supply all the
electrical requirements of the metropoli-
tan area.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You produced the
agreement with the city couneil.

The PREMIER : Yes, I did produce
it here, and the member for Northam
endorsed the agreement that was made.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You gave us a lot
of wrong information.

The PREMIER ; Now the member for
Northam and one or two other members
are trying to be wise and to show that
they know something about the matter.
One can only deny that their assumptions
are correet, and say that time will
prove as to whether they are right.
or that the Covernment and their
advisers are right. I am satisfied still
thnt, when the power house is operated
in the direction of providing the current
necessary in the metropolitan arca,
the arrangements we have entered into
with the local bodies will be found to
be to their ndventage. That is of

advantage to the citizens of the
State; and further that the power
house will pay. That is a definite

statement which will be placed on
record and which will be turned up
years hence in order to show how much
value can be placed on the remarks of the
member for Perth and the member for
Northam, who, for party purposes, have
condemned this State concern which is
owned by the citizens of the State,
irrespective of whether they are satisfled
in their own minds or not that they are
right in their judgment.

Mr. George: Is it costing too much ?

The PREMIER: No, If we could
have got the power house for one-half
the price we should of course have been
better satisfiad.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
estimate ?

The PREMIER : The estimate wos
£230,000.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
five thousand pounds.

The PREMIER : How does the hon.
member know that ?

What was the

Two hundred and
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Hon. .. Mitchell: 'We have had it
from you time and again.

The FPREMLER : A most interesting
statement. I deliberately said that for
the purpose of enabling the hon. member
to correct me. I know members on that
side of the House have seen all the dis-
cuassion on the matter which occurred in
another place, and that the hon. member
in particular knows all aboud it without
asking for any explanation from me.
The hon. member is only parroting.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Is the Premier
mis-stating facts when he says that the
estimete was £230,000 7 That is o nice
thing for the Premier to do.

The PREMIER : Some things have to
be done some time or othor in order to
get the strength of the attitude of hon.
members opposite, which attitude is
deliberately party-political. 'The correct
estimete which was first given was
£205,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
not say so before ?

The PREMIER : Before the agree-
ment was submitted to the House there
had already been an increase to the
extent I have mentioned.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
£230,000.

Tue PREMIER : Because of the cost
of the foundations. The FHouse knew
it was to cost more than £203,000 before
any mention was made of an agreement.
The first estimate was £203,000.

Hon. J. Mitehell : What is it going to
cost ?

The PREMIER :
£300,000.

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
thousand pounds ?

The PREMIER : XNo; something like
£300,000.

Hon. J. D. Connolly :
for £300,000 7

The PREMIER : Yes, for just about
that amount. T will be able to explain,
directly, when hon. members have
finished interjecting, all about the posi.
tion.

Mr. Thomson : Let us have the facts.

The PREMIER: The amount pro-
vided on the Estimates this year does
not merely include the provision of the

Why did you

You said

Something like
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power house. 16 provides all the capital
exponditure nceessary for the purpose
of distributing the power created in the
power liouse for the requirements of the
metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Mitchell : But

The PREMIER: 1t is all *“buta®
with the hon. member.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T'he item is for

the provision of an electric power house
at East Perth.

The PREMLIER: Thset is only tho
account kept in connection with the
scheme. The amount provided here, in
addition to the power house, includes
the rrection of an overhead transmission
line to Midland Junction, a sub-station
there for the supply of the railway work-
shops, for the supply of the West Guild-
ford and Guildford municipalities with
current, and also for a transmission line
to Fremantle and the Naval Base.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What is the cost
of this?

The PREMIER: 1 cannot tell the
exact smount. 1t covers all expenditure
in connection with the items for the erec-
tion of a power heuse, plus the necessary
provision for mains, sub-stations, ete., for
the purpose of distributing current, What
the member for Northam proposes to do
in reducing the item £100,000 is to have
a power station alongside the Swan
River equipped for the distribution of
electricity within the metropolitan area,
but without any means for making use
of it for this purpose, so that it will
simply stand idle after being erected.
This happens to be & concern in which
the Covernment are interested, and for
which they are responsible, and for that
resson he is opposed 6o it. That is all
he looks at. It does not matter to him
whether it will be a loss to the citizens
of the State, o0 long as he does something
which will put difficulties in the way
of the Government cerryving out the
project, which is all the hon. member
is concerned sbout. The power housp
as now erected is not the power house
npon which the -estimate was first sub-
mitted of £205,000.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Why ?

The PREMIER: How many times,
in the namao of goodness. is a Minister ex
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pected to give the Chamber information,
and to tell hon. members the facts of a
case ? I told the member for Northam over
and over again what he is asking for. He
ought to be able to keep the information
in his head, and if not, he should Le able
to turn up Hansard and find it out for
himself, ar else turn up the Swunday Times
and find out whet I did not say. Hon.
members opposite should remember that
the estimated cost was prominently put
hefore them. 1 will read presently what
I said in November, 1913. This state-
ment was made when I introduced the
Bill ratifying the agreement with the
Perth City Council, and yet hon. mem-
bers opposite who are so clever now and
know so much about the bad bargsain
which has been made for the Perth City
Council—the member for Perth in per
ticular—and that the work is to cost so
much, were asked to ratify the agree-
ment, or otherwise, and were told thsat
the capital cost was going to be increased
beyond £205,000——

Hon. J. ). Connolly : Tt was a payable
proposition at £205,000.

The PREMIER : I am saying that the
House knew before the agreement was
ratified that it was not a £205,000 pro-
position.

Hon.. J. D. Connolly :

proposition ?

The PREMIER: I told the House
this when I introduced the Bill for the
ratification of the agreement with the
Perth City Council. T made the follow-
ing remarlks—

We have entered into this after very
careful consideration, and on the best
advice procurable. Whilst the cost
of the power station is going to be
greater than first estimated, it is due to
two reasons. Shortly after the esti-
mate for the erection of the power
station was got out, a general rise in
price of approximately 33 per cent.
took place in the old country. More-
over, the machinery necessary for the
economical and safe working of the
power station can be supplied only by
a very limited number of firms. We
are restricted in the choice of machines
from different firms, with the result,
of course, that when there was so

A £230,000
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much demand for electrical machinery
and plant in different parts of the world
the prices jumped considerably, to 33
per cent. in most cases, and at least to
10 per cent. On the other hand, we
first proposed to erect a generating
station of 4,000 kilowatts, but eventu-
ally, after considering all things, the
extending of tramways, and electric
lighting and the supplying of current
for all purposes, from Frementle to
Rellevue, and the possible electrification
of the suburban railway system, we
decided to increase the power from
9,000 to 12,000 kilowatts, and after it
was also shown that it would be more
economical than the plant we had
previousty proposed. And then again
we have increased the size of the power
house, the foundations of which and
the structure itseli are a costly item.
Indeed we estimate the foundations
will cost about £40,000.
Here is mention made of a sum of £40,000
before even we could commence the
construction. That is what I said in
1913 before we commeneed the construc.
tion. T then went on—

We have increased the size in order
that it may take an additional unit,
and with that additional unit the
station will eventually have & capacity
of 16,000 kilowatts
Mr, George : What are the foundations

to cost ?

The PREMIER : My remarks on that
occasion continued—

Which it is believed will be sufficient
to supply the requirements of the
Government for the next 25 years,
including the electrification of the
railway from Fremantle to Northam.

There is & statement which T made in
November, 1913, when the Bill for the
ratification of the agreement with the
Perth City Couneil to provide them with
current at -'75d. per unit was introduced.
1 still assert that when the power house
is operating, that is when the station is
operating to its fullest possible extent,
we shall be generating current at -75d.
We could do this if the Collie ¢coal pro-
prietors did not increase the cost of
their coal, and if they did not do again
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a8 they did in the past, immediately the
Goverament tovk over the itramway
system,® jump the price of coal up 100
per cent.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Use Newcastle
coal. ’

The PREMIER : Never mind about
Newcastle coal. People talk about the
(iovernment not being shle to produce
and to turn out work &s cheaply as a
private company. Is it not a fazt that
the tramway company was able to get
smalls from the Collie cosl proprietors
at 3s. Gd. ?

Hon. Frank Wilson :
cost price.

The PREMTER : We had the Collie
coal companies providing coal for a
foreign company at below cost, but who
continue to knock at the front door of
the Government to ask them to increase
the price of coal consumed on the railway
system, which is owned by the people
of the State. Immediately the tramway
system was taken over by the Govern-
ment on behalf of the citizens of the
State, and the contract had ended, the
Collie coal proprietors jumped the price
up from 3s. 6d. to Gs. 6d. or 7s. Gd.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why not get back
to the trams ?

The PREMIER : This all affecta the
price of the production of current, and
the estimated cost of the production of
current would naturally be based on the
price paicd for coal. Surely the Govern-
ment, who have rendered such assist-
ance to the Collie coal industry, might
expect equal, if not better, treatment
from the Collie coal proprietors, to
that which a foreign company which
was distributing dividends ouatside the
State, would receive. We are to-day,
I believe, obtaining coal from these
companies abt 48, 6. as against the
Js. 6d. charged to the Tramway Com-
pany. Over and above that, what the
hon. member loses sight of is that we
know at the time that it was to our ad-
vantage to get the city council to take
the curreni from our new station instead
of erecting stations of their own, and for
‘more than ono resssn ; in the first placo
they consume a large quantity of current,
and the larger the output of the station

That was under
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the lower the cost of generating. Then
by the city counctl retailing that current
for reticulation to the Government at
1 4d. per unit, where to-day we are paying
24d. we shall be making 2d. per unit.
We are consuming 18 per cent. of the
city council’s current to-day and as soon
&8 the genereting station is completed
we shall be getting it at 13d. Members
should not lose sight of that fact, even
if we were to provide current for the city
council at less than the actual cost of the
production. 1 contond we have mado
& good bargain with the city council, and
I will go further and say that in my
opinion, when we are supplying all the
reguircments of the metropoiltan area,
whether it means that the power liouse
will be working its full capacity or not,
a3 soon as we have supplied the whole
of the requirements of the metropolitan
aera, bthe generating station will show
a profit and, as we extend it, so it will
show a greater profit. We must provide
the necessary feeders to the differont
centres in the metropolitan area and
we cannot provide them without cash.
That is why this vote is increasing year
by wyear. But it is not all spent in the
generating station. The price of material
has gone up, it is true, but wo shall have
one of the best generating stations in the
Southern Hemisphere, and it has heen
builé on the basis of weting the require-
ments of the metropolitan area as well
as the electrification of the railway
system to Northam if necessary for the
next 50 vears.

Hon. J. Mitchell : What will it cost ?

The PREMIER: TPerhaps £350,000
sltogether. That includes sub-stations,
fesders, even to carry current to the
Fremantle Naval Base and to Midland
Junction. It will include all the work
in connection with the generating and
distribution of the current.

Hon. J. Mitchell : It is too mueh.

The PREMIER : Does the hon. mem-
ber know what it is costing Victoria to
establish their generating station ?

Hon. J. Mitehell: No.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
does not want to know anything.

- Mr. George : Should we not have had
all the particulars when you brought the
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thing forward first ? You did not give
us the cost of distribution.

The Attorney General : Ars you satis.
fied now ?

Hon. J. Mitchell : No.

The PREMIER : 1 did not give the
cost of distribution. Did I know what
wo were going to distribute at that time ?
I do not know at this moment just where
we are going to distribute the current.
We will distribute it wherever it can be
distributed economically. We may have
& request to-morrew for the supply of
current to Armadale, and if it should be
found that it would be a paying pro-
position we would be fcolish if we turned
it down.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You cannot spend
ANy more on it now.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
makes peculiar statements at times.
The power station is there and we did
not make provision for all this after the
war but before the war. Tt is one of
those propesitions which we must com-
plete and we must make it pay. When
that is done it will be a paying concern
and I will stake my reputation on that,
if it is worth anything.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
think the Premier is serious when he
declares that he will steke his reputation
as a guarantee of the success of these
works, because that will not be worth
anything at all. What I want to know
is, why Parlisment was not taken into
the Premier's confidence in regard to
the cost of these works. We have an
agreement with the city counci to supply
current for 50 years at a cost oi not
exceeding -75d. per unit. At that time
the Commissioner wrote a minute pointing
out that the increased cost of the works
would probably increase the cost of the
production of the cwrent, and he sug-
gested that further inquiries should be
made from the consulting engineers as to
the probable eflect. The Premier should
have takon the House into his confidence
because we were approving of what he
was deing snd he should have told us
there was some doubt about being able
to produce current at the price he was
to receive from the city council. Tt is no
use the Premier saying now that if the
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works are employed to the full capacity
we shall make a profit- Works of this
description are seldom if ever worked to
their full capacity vear in and year out.
We agreed to supply at §d. per unit on
the nnderstanding that the current would
only cost -45d. per unit, and we were
justified in endorsing the Government's
arrangement with the city council on
that guarantee. Now we find it is going
to be a very different thing. Consulting
engineers have told us that this current
owing to the lergely increased cost of the
works, is going to cost in production -82d.
per unit. Therefore, there will be a con.’
siderable loss on every unit we supply
to the city council, The Premier says
his Covernment are the chief customers
of the city council and that therefore
the difference between what the city
council pays and what the Government
depertments pay to the city counecil is
all gain. Surely it cannot appeal to hon.
members in that way. Tt must appeal
to any serious member of this Chember
that that is not so. If the Government,
in the first place, are producing current
at #d. per unit, there is no earthly
reason why it should not produce current
for its own departments at that cost.
That is no defence against the fact that
we have blundered into a mistake. What
does the Premier do ? He adopts his
usual tactics by first attacking the mem-
ber for Northam who tries to question
this} transaction, and the member for
Perth, and then he jibes at me on the
question of the fuel supply. He wants
to pess the responsibility for the loss on
to the Collie coal owners hecause they
would not give him coal ot hali the cost
price.
The Premier: That is incorrect.

Hon. TRANK WILSON: ZEveryone
else is paying exactly the same price and
more. *

The Premier:
incorrect.

Hon. FRANK

That iz abaclutely

WILSON : And the
Govermment are getting coal cheaper
from the Collie companies than the
value is according to Dr Jack’s report.

The Premier : Why was the company
getting it cheaper than us ?
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Hon. FRANK WILSOX :
pany was not. The price of coal was
raised all round. Did anyone ever
hear of such an attitude to take up.
What has the coal to do with the gener-
ating station ? Even if we were supply-
ing coal at 83. 6d. a ton, is the Premier
justified in expecting that he is going
to maintain the same price for 50 years ?
A 350 years contract is not based on the
price of fuel to-day. Everything may
change. Fuel may be double the cost.
There may be an advance. There may
be all sorts of difficulties arising. The
coal mines may be closed down and the
Government might have to pay three
times the cost for imported coal. Of
course the Government, in meking an
arrangement with a public body like the
Perth City Council, were perhaps justified
in taking some of the risks of the market.
I am not finding fault that they tock &
risk with regard to the cost of fuel,
but I am finding fault with the Premier
for daring to insinuate that I personally,
hecause I happen to be interested in the
coal trade, am the means of causing these
works to be a failure for the next 15
or 20 years.

The Premier : I did not say so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Premier
inferred as much. We have entered into
a sort of partnership with the city council.
That is obvious, for we endorsed the
action of the Government. 1 supported
it and thought they bhad done a very
sensible thing. We gave the Perth
City Council the five miles area from the
town hall in which they could operate,
and stipulated that they must pay cost
price for the current, but in order that
they might know they were on safe
grounds and to enable them t0 make
their arrangements accordingly we fixed
a maximum price. But whoever
dreamed that that maximum could
possibly be out with all the information
the Premier admits he had before
him as to the increased cost of the
works and with the splendid practical
advice of his consulting engineers, and,
with what he ought to have taken notice
of, the gentle intimation from the Com-
missioner of Railways, no doubt instilled
by his expert officers, that there was a

The com-
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doubt as to the cost of the production
of this current. Ought not the Govern-
ment to have imparted that to the
House and protected themselves in the
agreement ao that if the cost price
did prove to be more than the price upon
which the contract was fixed, the maxi-
mum with the city council should
advence ! That i8 the position, and
members of the Opposition have taken
up a very fair attitude in eriticising the
Government for not safeguarding the
interests of the State as against the
intereats of the Perth City Council. I
suppose the city f[athers will not be
amenable to amcnding the contract at
the present juncture, hut if it is at all
possible, thut contract ought to be made
absolutely on the basis of the cost price
of the current which was the intention,
and the city council ought not to be
ahove agreeing to pay the cost what.
ever it may be found to be if no negligence
is shown and if the works are ¢on-
ducted on proper lines, so long as the
price to the Covernment for what
current they themselves use is increased
proportionately. There is o fair amount
of leakage between the current supplied
wholesale to a municipal body and the
amount that it recovers again through
the meters of its consumers so that the
difference in price is not so great ns one
would imagine. The city council will
lose a fair amount of eurrent and that
is & matter for experts and not laymen
to settle. But will tho Premier explain
why, when that minute was penned
10 days beiore he submitted the contract
with the Perth City Council for ratifi-
cation, it was not disclosed to the House
so that we could know there was some
doubt about being able to produce the
current at the price then fixed ?

The PREMIER: Some day we
shall reach finality in connection with
the disenssion on the power house.
The hon. member showed how mush
he knows about the guestion of providing
current under agrecment with the city
council when be began by asking why,
if we could generate it at -75d. per
unit, we did not supply ourselves at
that price instead of getting supplied
through the city council, and then



concluded his remarks by admitbing
that from the point of supply in bulk
to the peint where it is distributed retail
throughout the five miles radivs there
wourld be a considerable leakage. He
might have added why it was necessary
to pay more for the current reticulated
by the city council for Covernment
purposes than the actual cost of pro-
duction. 1t is due, first of all, to the
leakage which the city council bears,
. and secondly, because there iz the cost
of reticulating. Whoever reticulates has
to provide capital to do it, and all the
means for reticulating within the five
miles radius have to be supplied by
the city council who are entitled to
get back interest on the cost. If we
supplied ourselves, we could not do so
at the actual cost of gencrating. The
city coancil will get the current at the
actual cost of production, but as they
have undertaken to distribute it they
have to provide capital to reticulate
it and hear the loss in transmission. If
we supplied our own requirements I
doubt whether we could do so at less
than 13d. per unit. The eity council
are not going to make much profit, if
they make any. But we decided to
take our supplies through them for the
purpose of cconomy from the tax-
payers’ point of view. We considered
there was no necessity for the Covern-
ment to carry a cable tiwvo miles through
the city to supply a department and for
the city council to carry a similar cable
to supply their consmumers when the
one cable provided by the citizens would
suffice for all. From the point of view
of economy we are supplying them in
bulk and they will undertake the whole
of the reticulation. T still assert, not-
withstanding all that has been said,
that the station at the cost we are
supplying cwrrent to the city council,
is a better proposition than if we had
merely erected a station for the tram-

ways.
Hon. J. Mitchell : Did you have that
minute ?
The PREMIER : Yes. This was
the advice of our electrical experts,

and surely the House did not expect
me to submit an expression of opinion
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by someone whose advice we were not
prepared to take.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Merz and McLel-
lan say it will cost -82d. per unit now.

The PREMIER : Merz and NcLellan
were engaged by the Government and
it is a great pity any firm should have
to risk the loss of their reputation
through a party organisation because
they happen to do work for a Labour
Gavernment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not at all.

The PREMIER : Merz and McLellan
have been abused in connection with
this matter by men who know nothing
about the business. They are a world-
wide firm with a reputation second to
none, and are about the only firm in
the world that foreign countries call in
as arbitrators, and yet their reputation
is being taken from them for political
purposes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Rot!

The PREMIER : T reassert that they
are held up to ridicule.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are held
up to ridicule, not the firm.

The PREMIER : We paid these people
to advise us, and I believe to-day that
Merz and McLellan are the people who
can advise us in this matter. T accepted
their advice and if they were wrong
in their advice, although we have to
take the responsibility, they, as the
consuléing firm, will have to take their
share of the responsibility. It is ab-
solutely disgraceful that a firm of this
description should be held up to ridieuls
by politicians for party purposes.

Hon. J. Mitchell : By whom ?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows very well, by members oi this
House. It is a disgrace and defames the
name of Western Australia, It is not
fair to try to damage a reputable firm
who have been established for many
vears and carried out works bigger
than Western Australia is ever likely
to undertake. It is time members took
a reasonable view of these maotters and
put any responsibility on the Govern-
ment, instead of trying to damage the
reputation of this firm. 1 think 1 have
answered the question of the distribution
of the current and the cost of it.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: You have said
nothing about the cost.

The PREMIER: I have said we
deliberately obtained the consent of the
city council to join with us, not only to
provide them with current, but to
reduce the cost of production to owr-
selves and for economical working gener-
ally.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did not
you tell the House that the current would
cost more than §d. per unit ?

The PREMIER : Because I did not
know, and I do not know yet. I have
a minute by the Commissioner of Rail.
ways from an officer whom T considered
was not in a position to criticise Merz
and McLellan. I was not coming to the
House to give it and the country gener-
ally information on the statement of an
officer, who in my opinion, was not
capable of criticising Merz and McLellan.
If he was capable of criticising Merz
and McLellan, we had no right to
engage that firm. He merely submitted
the opinion and I did what I considered
I was entitled to do, namely, brought
the matter under the notice of Merz
and McLellan. I was not going to bring
that opinion to the House until I had
consulted the men we paid to advise us.
The files have been gone through by the
hon. member’'s licutenant, or colonel or
commandant ; he spert nine hours on
it and knew less about it when he had
finished than before he started.

Mr. George: Ii he had 128 files to
go through, that is quite likely.

Hon. J, Mitchell: You are squirming
and olijecting lo being eriticised roundly.

The PREMIER: If neccessary 1 shall
reply in the same way as the aceusations
are made.

Mr. George: Are you satisfied with the
extra cost and extra commission you
have to pay?

The PREMIER : T am perfectly salis-
fied with the arrangemenis we have made
in connection with Lbe stalion. ¥ admil
that the cosl of the ereetion of the sia-
tion is greater than we first estimafed
and grealer than we assumed when we
entered into an agreement with the city
eouncil. But would any hon, member ask
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me to come to the House
fortunately, owing to the
of niaterial, I am going back on the
agreement made with the eity couneil”?
We made that agreement, believing that
the cost would he something near the
estimate, but elecirical machinery in-
creased in price by 33 per cent. shortly
afterwards,

My, Taylor: Is the addilional cost
aceounted for by the increased price of
material owing to the war?

The PREMIER: Not altogether, In
the first instance it was due (o the in-
creased demand (hronghout the world for
modern eleetrical nachinery. There was
a tremendous demand during the 12
months previous {o the war, and manu-
facturing firms could not supply it. There
are only a few firms in the world who
supply this class of electrical machinery.
Perhaps 75 per cent. of the generating
stations in Europe and Amerieca to-day
are out of date.

Mr. Tayvlor: Those firms, T suppose,
could hardly meet ihe demand made up-
on them.

The PREMIER: That is so, and just
after we made the arrangement with the
city couneil we were advised that the cost
of material had gone up by 33 per cent.
Still, we could not turn back because of
that.

Mr. Taylor: Tt is a terrible increase.

The PREMIER: It is indeed.

Mr. George: And the cost has gone
up a lot more since.

The PREMIER: Yes, tremendously.
Indeed, we are having great difficulty in
gelting the material. T do not know
what- we shall have to pay for the switch
gear, The firms at home are so closely
engaged on munitions that we eannot get
permission from the Home Government
for any of them to make this machinery
for us in order that we might eompleie
the station: and 1 suppose when they do
make it they will be in a position to
charge us what they litke. Bul will hon.
members complain, twelve months hence,
when I tefl them that the switeh gear has
‘cost .us perhaps 100 per cent. more than
was estimated? Am I to say “We will

and say “Un-
inereased cost



not get this switech gear; we will work
the slation without it”? All the rest of
the plant is there, but because of the in-
creased cost and the diffienlly of getting
this switeh gear we have had to allow
the whole thing to stand idle, On the
Revenne KEstimales I fold hon. members
we had provided a2 large sum this
vear because we had not speni it last
vear, owing to the contraels not having

been completed. The coniractors have
not complefed, beeause they knew the
switeh gear would not he ready. 1 am

perfeetly satisfied with the power house.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No one else is.

The PREMIER: That does not dis-
hearlen me. If T thought the hon, mem-
ber was salisfied T would have to admit
that there was something seriously
wrong. I do not want the leader of the
Opposition lo ran away with the idea
that T made any personal reference to
him in conneciion with the Collie coal
contraets,

Hon. Frank Wilson: But yon did.

The PREMIER: I had not the slightest
intention of doing so. I made a fair
reference lo what I considered one of the
eauses of the increased cost of production.
As soon as the Government took over the
trams fhe Collie coal companies put their
heads tggether and bumped up the price.

Hon. Frank Wilson : There you go
again; you do not know anything about
it,

The PREMTER: I told them that they
had put their heads together. Tt cannot
be denied. We required a supply of coal.
Six companies tendered, but each for
only one-sixth of the quantity. The whole
six of them combined for the purpose of
naking the Government pay what they
asked. T am qnite prepared to say this
on any public platform at any time. Tt
was absolutely unfair. They would have
held a revolver to the head of the Gov-
ernment but that we put a royalty charge
on them to persuade them to keep the
price within decent hounds.  The hon.
member said we bad no right to assume
that the price of Collie coal would remain
the same for 50 years. Who ever as-
sumed it? If the world is to continue to
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progress the price of coal will be materi-
ally affected by the application of im-
proved labour-saving appliances in a
much shorter space of time than 50
years. As a matter of fact we may find
some means of applying radium before
50 years have elapsed, and will then have
to serap onr sialion. I know this is only
the introduetion to & movemeni, Hon.
members are going to make the most of
their opportunities, and this is one of the
ihings they propose to make use of.
Therefore, I wani the public to tho-
roughly understand the position. Any-
thing will do for the purpose of eriti-
cising the Government, but T serionsly
ask members to refrain from defaming a
reputable firm merely for the purpose of
oetting even with the Government. Hon.
members have no right to defame the
name of »a reputable firm established
longer as a firm than hon. members as
members of Parliament, and knowing
more about their particular business than
hon. members know about polities.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who said a word
against them¢?

The PREMIER: Tt iz done simply bhe-
cause this firm have carried out the work
for a Labour (jovernment. Tt is merely
a political move on the part of a few,
who will defame a reputable firm like
Merz & MecLellan, who are called upon in
all quarters of the globe to advise and
arbitrate on bhigger questions than the
one we are diseussing to-night. If mem-
bers desire to abuse the Government, let
them do so, but it is up to all of us to
protect the reputation of a world-wide
firm.

[Mr. Male took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have heard a good deal abouf the price
being charged to the city couneil for
current.  Let me point ont that at Fre-
mantle it costs us 3d. a unit to produce
current.

Hon. Frank Wilson: A jolly sight too
mueh.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
we are selling it to Cottesloe, North Fre-
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mantle and {he Harbour Trust at 2d., and
are showing a profit. Let me also say
thal we quoied a considerably rednced
rate for power to the Naval Base.

Hon., Frank Wilson: You will
siraighten out the implement works all
right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hon.
members laugh. To generate the eurrent
costs about a penny. Our standing
charyes would have (o go on, whether
we supplied Cottesloe, North Fremanile
and the Harbour Trust, or any of ihe
Government institutions. By generating
tor a penny and selling at 2d. we make
1d. profit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But if you sold
at three farthings at your station, weuld
you be making a profit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
if we sold under the same conditions, if
the generating cost was half a penny.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But you say it is
a penny.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ii
cosls us 3d. a unit, including the standing
charges, bul we generate it at an acinal
cost of 1d. The standing charges, which
make up the difference of the generating
cost and the aetual eost, would be the
same whether or not we supplied the
Harhour Trust, Cottesloe and North Fre-
mantle. That is clear. hecause we mmslk
pay interest, sinking fund and deprecia-
tion charges on the wmachinery all the
time, and the extra cost the works are
put to in supplying these outside bodies
is praciically the cost of the Collie ecoal
consumed ; the same men are employed,
and the extra cost is but a fraction over
the price of ihe conl. So by extending
the scheme and selling what T might
term the surplos stock, we et an onpor-
funity of making a profit. This applies
to the mannfacture of electricity,
although perhaps not to all indusiries.

Mr. George: Tt is the same prineiple.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
it does not apply fo the same extent in
olher manufactures. Even if we sapply
the Perth City Council at .75d. there is
a chance of making a profit for the State,
because it will tend to bring down the
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cost of electricity for Government use.
The Government would have fo meet the
same standing charges even if we bad not
the eity council as customer. In 1913, it
the Fremantle slation had not supplied .
the oulside bodies it would have shown
a loss, but by supplving the outside
bodies, cven at a reduced rate, it showed
a handsome profit.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The leader of the
Oppositien is never tired of lelling ‘the
Chamber what great business eapacity he
possesses. He appears to be elated over
this matter. When this question of the
agreement was before the House in De-
cember, 1913, T took some interest in the
matter, lngether with some other mem-
bers representing suburban constituen-
cies. We slrongly opposed this preposi-
tion which was in the agreement of fixing
the maximom price which was to be
charged to the Perth City Couneil for
their electricity. T will read from Han-
sard the stand I took upon that question
to show that the leader of the Qpposition
did nothing whatever to assist me in what
T desired to bring abont. We were in
Committee on the Bill, which was really
the agreement, and my remarks were as
follows :—

What he desired to move was an
amendment, the effeet of which would
be to strike out the maximum eost of
34d. which was to be charged for the
eurrent.
I poinled out that it was ahsolutely un-
wise, when we were staling in {ihe
agreement that we would give the ety
council their ecurrent at eost priee, te fix
the maximum price. At the time I stood
practically alone. The leader of the Op-
pesition  strorgly supported the agree-
ment entered into and raised no objection
whalever.  Some years later he comes
alorg and raises an objection on this
particular point. The Premier is right in
asking what it is that brings along this
belated objection. The answer is that
to-day the objection is raised for politienl
purposes.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T am sor-
prised at the Premier leiting bimself
loose and making such absurd charges as
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to what has been said in vegard to
Messrs, Merz & Melellan. Whilst T was
in the Chamber no mention was made of
Merz & McLellan. He declares that their
. reputation is besmirched because we have
ventured to make remarks upon ihe aiti-
tude the Premier took up on the informa-
tion he gave (o the House two years age.
I understand that Messrs. Merz & Me-
Lellan have advised the Government that
the current is to cost .B2d. per unit, owing
to the increased eost of the works, which
was, of eourse, unforeseen to a large ex-
tent, and (hai in consequence we are
going to lose on our contract with the
Perth City Couneil.
The Premier: No, we are not.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is it right ov
wrong? The Premier has admitted that
he had the Commissioner’s minule before
him when that gentleman advised that
he should seek some further informalion
from the consulting engineers on the
snbject of cost. Yet 10 days later he
brought the contract to the House and
2ot the House to ratify it on the distinel
understanding that the cost wad .5dd.
per unit. It does not matter whether the
Premier’s private views are sueh as to
convinee him that, regardless of what the
cost of current is, the current is going
o show a profit as sold to the city eoun-
cil. The Premier is not infallible. He
was equally certain abont the Implement
Works and the Minister for Works was
even more so, and yet there has been a
huge loss. The Premier has no right lu
get up and abuse everyone and accuse us
of party methods beeanse we have asked
for the true position in regard to this
matter,

The Premier: There was never so much
party hitlerness in the polilical history
of this State as there has heen this
session.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Tt was
nothing to what was in exislence when
the Premier was in Opposition four years
ago.

The Premier: I was never bitfer,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
was never anything else. The member
for Subisco eriticised me for not sup-

[ASSEMBLY.]

porting him when the contract was be-
fore the House in 1913. We were justi-
fied in taking the statement of the Gov-
ernment at the time on the question, but
the Government were not jostified in
withholding information from the House
that would be likely to reveal a difference
in the eslimated cost. We had to take
the Premier’s word that the eost would
work out at .54d. per unit and now we
find con the aolhority of the consnliing
engineers that it is to cost .827d.

The Premier: That is not correct. That
is on the basis of the ouiput known when
the estimate was made.

Mr. George: Yon will have to get a
bigger outpud.

The Premier: Of course we will.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We are not
to get a bigger output than the Premier
outlined when he produced the contract.

The Premier: That is outlined at 1%
units, and we have 3 units there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is not
the posilion. The Premier did not put
that before the Chamber. He outlined
the exira cost and said it was going to
cost considerably more than the original
eslimate, and that he had increased the
capacity of the works to 12,000 volis
from 9,000 volts. Have we got the ex-
perts’ actual statements now that we can
produce eurrent at 54d, a unit? If Mers
& McLellan say we can do this T should
be prepared to accept the statement and
await resulis. i

The Premier : No, the hon. member
would not await results if it soited his
party politics not to do so.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We would
be justified in using anything of the sort
for party purposes if we desired to do
s0, but we do not. The Minister for
Works made a wrong explanation in re-
gard 1o the matter.

The Minisler for
the actual faets.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: This prin-
ciple applies to all undertakings, that
there are certain standing charges and if
the turnover does not reach a certain
figure money is lost, but if that figure is
exceeded then 4 profit is made. It does

Works: I

gave
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not apply, of cowrse, to the same exslent
in the generation of eurrent. It is a
question of plant and fuel as to what the
cost of production will be, That does nol
lake away from the pesition that if there
was the slightest doubl as to the cost of
the current under the agreement, it was
the duty of the Premier to bring that
before the House. He did not do so.

The Prewier: I did not bring all the
files here. I find there are many down
there which yon {did not bring lo the
House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If there was
a doubt and the doubt was pointed out
te ihe Premier he should nol have asked
the House io raiify the agreement.

The Premier: I had no doubl then, and
I have no doubt now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The member
for Subiaco wounld have heen amply jusli-
fied, if this doubt had heen expreszed,
in asking the Committee to support him
in his amendment., 1 deprecale the atti-
tude of the Premier in hurling aceusations
across the Chamber against all and
sundry. He brought in the question of
Collie coal. He knows that he forced
the various companies to act fogether.
The Government have negotiated with the
companies as one firm all the time.

The Premier: That has nothing to do
with the works, We called for contracts.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Govern-
ment forced rhe companies to act together.
Since then the Coal Owners’ Association
decided on the prices and the values of
coal. They have not put their heads to-
gether to defeat the ohjeets of the Gov-
ernment, The Government forced them
together all the time.

The Premier: That is absolutely incor-
reet.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: The Premier
would never receive a deputation from
any individoal firm, but would only take
the coal owners as a whole. He jumped
up the railway freights between Collie
and the ports =o that some companies
suffered a great loss. He made it a con-
dition that, if he had to go back to the
old rates over the railway system to the
ports to save the companies from bank-
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ruptey, this coal had to be supplied at
a eertain rate tor the power staiion. Other
companies which had no interest in the
rates at the time and had no contracts,
had to stand in with these companies and
reduce their price helow what the coal
was actually worlh, in order 1o save them
from severe loss.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Messrs. Merz &
McLetlan have not been called into ques-
tion at all. They are geiting their five
per cent. cOMMmIssion on an enormous ex-
pendilure of £3100,000, apart from the
£1,000 o year which 1 understand is being
paid for their engineer. I am not eon-
cerned about their charges on these works,
T regret, however, that an enormous sum
of money is to he devoted to the comple-
tion of works such as we are now dis-
cussing. To my mind even £2235,000
wonld be a large sum for the city of
Perth, having 75,000 inhabitants, o
spend on a work like this, but now it
seems we are to spend £6 per head. The
trams and the power house together will
total a million of money, which is most
excersive, Instead of centralising work,
developmental work should be under-
taken, in order to give employment., The
bungling in conneetion with the power
honse has to he paid for by the people
not only i cash but also in the depriva-
tion of useful and important works. Tt
iz to be regretted (hat we on this side
cannot ask for information without re-
cetving abuse from the Premier and his
colleagues. There never was a time when
it was more necessary than it is now for
members to “interest themselves in Loan
expenditure. The Premier jogs along
cheerfully, quite regardless of the results
of these Siale enlerprises.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote pul and passed.

Vole—Harbours and Rivers, £157,883:

Ttem—Albany harbour and
ments, £25,000.

Mr, THOMSON: How much do the
Government propose to spend under this
item, and on what works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
think I have already informed the bon.

member that this item is for the first por-

unprove.



2214

tion of the Albany jetty, now in course
of construction.

Mr, THOMSON: What provision is
being made for handling this year’s har-
vest al Albany? Is provision made for
the installation of elevators and for lay-
tng on electric current fo the jetty? If
so, handling eharges will be considerably
reduced.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
item is for the jetty, and not for ap-
pliances. After the jetiy is completed,
the installalion of appliances will be in
the hands of the Railway Department,

Mr. THOMSON: To build a jetty and
not provide the necessary equipment
seems 1o me only half doing the work. If
the Minister for Works will guarantee
to lay on eleciric eurrent, T will guar-
antee that handling charges will be re-
duced. Is there provision for handling
facilities in connection with harbour im-
provements?

The Premier: If that matter were in
this vote, the facilities would be pro-
vided, If not, it would be in a vote I
eontrol.

Mr. THOMSON: A private firm will
gnarantee to put in elevators for £300,
if the Government will supply the electric
current; and I will guarantee that Lhe
elevators will be used.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
item is solely for the huilding of tle
jetty, and not in any way for the provid-
ing of plant.

Mr. HEITMANN: It seems nnfor-
tunate that the management of a jetty
should he under two departments, What
were the determining factors in the alloca-
tion that we find here of funds to har-
bours? The amount of this item, though
not large, is disproportionate to Lhe
amount provided for Geraldion. My dis-
triet, T consider, has been badly treated.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Albany jetty allerations were found neces-
sary, firstly because the jetty as at present
constructed is not suitable for shipping,
and secondly becaue it i5 in a Dbad state
of repair. Instead of rebuilding the old
jelty, the better course is to make a turn,
The estimated cost of the work is about
£65,000. This year we expect to spend
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£25,000 and thereby make the jetty fit
Eor use. As regards lhe work mentioned
by the member for Geraldton, T will give
him information when the item is reached.

Mr. MEITMANN: The Minister told
us it was necessary to do certain works at
the port under disenssion. It wonld be
interesting to know who found it neces-
sary. On the one hand the Commissioner
of Railways said that there was no neces-
sity for improvements at Albany, yet
we find the Minister prepared to gv
against the Commissioner, but when it
comes to the question of spending money
at Geraldton the Commissioner of Rail-
ways’ opinion was put up and it was said
thai the Commissioner thought it was un-
necessary. \When it snits the Govern-
ment to nse the Commisioner as a buffer
Lhey do so, with the result that one hardly
knows which responsible officer the Gov-
ernment is going to take notice of, There
is no doubt about it that there must be
recognition that Lhe facilities provided at
Geraldton are anything but what are ab-
solutely necessary. We have a port there
which will send away more wheat than
any other port with the exception of
Fremantle, and if it gels its just due,
and gets the facilities for bandling the
harvest within its area, Geraldton will he
sending away more wheat in a few years’
lime than even Fremantle. One wonld
imagine there is a desire to bandicap the
port of Geraldton. The district belnn
that port is the best for wheat-growing in
the State. Tn 1913-14 it had the highest
average, and as the area under cultivation
confinues {o inerease fhe average also
inereases, and in a short time we shall
find that the distriet which eomprises one-
Gftlh of the whole of the wheat belt of
the State will require up to date methods
for handling its share of the harvest. Yet
the Government are making no atlempt
to improve the harbour. A scheme was
drawn up by Mr. Ramsbotham, who was
the only oflicer who went closely into the
question, but when he went over to the
Federal service we found that other en-
gineers stated that there was a danger
of silting and consequently they advo-
cated another scheme.
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The scheme
Hams-

The Minister for Works:
that was adopied was not Mr.
botham’s,

Mr. HEITMANN: It was drawn up
on the information supplied by Mr
Ramsbotham.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of
the kind,

Mr. HEITMANN: Whose suggestion
was it that they should use the present
reefs as a breakwater? Does the Minis-
ter know that?

The Minister for Works: I know the
scheme was not Mr. Ramsbotham’s.

Mr. HEITMANN: The scheme was
drawn up by him on the suggestion of
the Minister for Works (Mr. Johnson).
The present Minister from the inception
of the scheme opposed if, and he puts
his own knowledge against the profes-
sional knowledge of Mr. Ramsbotham,
the only naval engineer we have ever had
in this State.

[Hon. M. F. Troy took the Chair.]

The Works: Speak
straight.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is my custom to
speak straight, and I will tell the Min-
ister that he sold me a pup over this
question.

The Minister for Works:
you another pup if you like.

Mr. HEITMARN: Not if I know it.
If it had been East Fremantle where these
facilities were required the work would
be done.

The Minister for Works: I opposed
a scheme at Fremantle under similar con-
ditions and I would do it again.

Mr. HEITMANN: That is no reason
why Geraldton should he handicapped
for all time. The port has npt had a fair
deal, The present facilities are totally
inadequate; they are ohsolete. Why is
not some genuine effort put forward to
remedy this state of affairs? The scheme
to extend the present jetty at Geraldion
eannot possibly be the basis of a per-
manent scheme. That is the opinion of
Mr, Ramsbotham and it is the opinion
alse of everyone who has gone into the
question. The alternative scheme is
simply a makeshift and 1 am not satis-
fied with it.

Minister for

I will selt
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
When I took oifice the first thing T did
was to ask the Engineer in Chief whether
some headway could be made in regard
to the Geraldton harbour improvements,
such as sending a dredge there. I found
that the engineers had considerable doubt
about the scheme which had been chosen
hecause of the probability of silting tak-
ing place. Would I be justified there-
fore in expending even the first insial-
ment under such cireumstances? It was
my first duty to find out the exact posi-
tion in regard to that harbour scheme
hefore eommencing the work., A sugges-
tion was made by the Engineer in Chief
that the extension of the jetiy should be
carried out to meel the present require-
ments of the port. Tn disenssing the mat-
ter with the Commissioner of Railways,
he said that what we regnired there was
deeper water, but it would be impossible
to get that earried out in time, and that
for this year he could meet ihe require-
ments of the port with what was there.
T made arrangements that as soon as pos-
sible T would visit Geraldton and, pro-
vided our friends opposite do not turn
us ont, immediately the sesston closes I
shall proceed to Geraldton to look into
the question. Mr. Ramshotham recom-
mended a schéme somewhere near the
present jetty and the present jetty was
included in part of that scheme. Two of
the engineers, Mr. Thompson and Mr.
Rolland, informed me that they were of
opinion that if the breakwater was run
ont to Point Moore, and dredging car-
ried out inside, the sand would come
round the breakwater and fill the harbour
again.

Mr. George: The same as at Bunbury?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is worse than at Bunbory. I was anxious
to extend this jetty, The Commissioner
said he conld do without it for the pre-
sent but whatever is done should be
made part of a permanent scheme. I
honestly helieve increased facilities and
hetter accommodation for a larger class
of vessel are necessary at Geraldton, but
I would not be justified, in the face of
the information given, in going on with
the scheme. Something should be done



2216

and I hope this money can be expended
this year.

Mr. CUNNINGHARM: It is admitted
that the Victoria diskriet is an import-
ant wheat growing centre and that the
facilities of this port are obsolete, T am
glad the Minister intends to visit the port
to see what ean be done to give facilities
in keeping with the importance of the
distriet it serves. The improvement of
the port of Geraldton will involve a con-
siderable outlay and the people are
anxious that provision should be made
to serve present requirements, The Com-
missioner of Railways has stated that he
will be ahle to handle the harvest traffic
with the existing -faecilities, but I think
the ground on which he made that asser-
fion wns that the exportation would be
spread over a Jonger period than usnal
and that there would be no great conges-
tion of traffie. The freightage arrange-
ments recenily annonnced are confined to
December and January and, if the wheat
export has to be erowded into those two
months, there will probably be conges-
tion. The Minister should see that snch
arrangements are made as will prevent
any block this season.

Ttem—\Wyndham Jetty, £15,000.

Mr. GEORGE : Will the Minister state
the probable eost of this jetty, why it is
needed, when it is likely to be finished,
and whether it is to be constructed by
day labour or contract?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
cost of the jeity is approximately
£40,000 and it is to be used in connec-
tion with the freezing warks. The old
jeity has fallen to pieces. I canmot yet
state whether the piles will he of con-
crete or cast iron. Where c¢ast ron has
been used it has been found cheaper and
is standing well. The decking will ke of
wood and the work will he dane by the
department.

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Waler Supply and Sewcrage,
£337,120:

Item—Water Supply for towns gener-
ally, £01,580.

AMr. E. B. JOMNSTON: The question
of the water supply for town and rail-
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way purposcs at Narrogin las been be-
fore the Government for the last four
vears. There has been some difficulty in
devising a scheme suitable for the grow-
ing population of the town and the large
railway requirements. I would like fo
know what is proposed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
item ineludes provision for a number of
town supplies in some of the more im-
portant towns, particularly in the agri-
enltural districts,

Mr. George: Are you going to give
them deeent water?

The MINISTER FQR MINES:
hest that ean he obtained.

Mr. George: Not like you gave them
at Geraldton.

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: The
Geraldton scheme was intended to be a
temporary expedient.

Mr. George: The taxation waS not
temporary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
the total, £57,000 is set aside for water
supplies in towns, including Brookton,
Bolgart, Dumbleyung, Katanning, Nar-
rogin, Bridgetown, and Tambellup and

The

other centres. Negotiations  have
been in progress hetween the Water
Supply and Railway departments to
provide eombined supplies.  Hither-
to  the Railway department have
provided their supply independently
of the requirements of the towns,

but we find it is more economical for
the two departments to combine in pro-
viding a general scheme which will meet
ihe requirements of both. In respeel to
the towns T have mentioned, the schemes
liave heen nnder consideration by the offi-
cers of the two departments. In some
instanees arrangements have been con-
cluded, while in others consideration is
still proeeeding. In respect to Narrogin,
the estimafed cost of the scheme is
£18.000. T eannot say when if will be
started. Tt has heen recognised for a
long time that Narrogin is badly in need
of a water supply, and as soon as an
agreemenl can he arrived at between the
two depurtments there will be no further
bar to proceeding with the provision of



[2 NoveMBeR, 1915.]

the supply, assuming that the money will
he available.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of goldfields and
mineral resources, £84,451:

Ttem—State smelter, Ravensthorpe, ad-
vances ot ore and working expenses in
connection with smelting, £50,000.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are we to
go on increasing this vote for advances
on ore at Ravensthorpe? We have al-
ready advanced a considerable sum, and
the money ought o be coming buck now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
difficult to say when the money will come
in. T had expecled some of il 'would be
returned ere this, but owing to the diffi-
culty in obtaining shipping we have not
been able to secure it. They are ship-
ping now. The first shipment of 400
tons reached England a few weeks ago,
and we expect every day to have the re-
turns in regard to the sale of if.

Mr. George: What will you do with
the money when it is returned?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It will
be available for use again.

Hon. Frank Wilson: When we spend
this vote we will have £130,000 invested
in this way.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we
spend this £50,000, ves; but although we
have one shipment off it may be some
time bhefore we get another. We do not
actually advance against the ore at all,
we only guarantee the advance. The
Commonwealth Bank are making the
advances.

Mr. George: What did you do with
last year’s money then?%

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
must make provision-for the guarantee.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What did you do
with Tast year's mopey?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
did not advanece anything, but the Under
Treasurer considers that provision should
be made against the guarantee. The
facts are that we advanced nothing.

Mr. George : What became of the
£60,000%

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not know. I only konow it was not ex-
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pended. We made provision on the Esti-
mates fo the amount guaranteed by ibe
bank.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
the Mipister has not the informalion. It
cannot possibly be that £60,000 is put
down as expenditure last year if ihe
money has not really been expended.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Tt is a guarantee against the
bond,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the money
is put up there is no cceaston for a bond.
I cannot conceive that any Under Trea-
surer would set down an item of £60,000
as expenditure if the money was not
actually utilised. It may be that the Gov-
ernment have deposited £60,000 at the
bank, and that that is the form of
guarantee.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot say
whether that was done, but we did not
find any money. It was a guarantee only.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is a pity
the Minister does not know what has be-
come of the money. I think we should
report progress unfil the Minister ean
secure the information.

Mr. GEORGE: An amount of £60,000
i5 shown as having been expended last
vear, yet the Minister says that none of
it was expended. Why not report pro-
gress and get the information?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : We
are liable lo the extent of that amount.
The Government having given a gnaran-
tee for £60,000, provision must be made
on the Fstimates for that guarantee.
There has heen a good deal of difference
of opinion between the Under Treasurer
and the officers of the Mines Department
a5 to the method of providing for that
guarantee, but lhe Under Treasurer has
insisted that provision shall be made.
The bank advanced £60,000 under a
gnarantee from the Government. The
bhank has noi been repaid any of that
money, and until the money is repaid the
Government are hable.

Mr. George: But where is the £60,000¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
not expenditure, but it is a liability.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter, 1 think, must have been misinformed.
The actual expenditure last year was
£70,451. Sixiy thousand pounds was
voted, and is debited as expenditure
against that vote. Then there is recoup
to Loan Suspense Account of £10451
under advances to the Treasurer, which is
to he recouped out of this year’s vote, T
cannot conceive of thiz amount being put
up as a guarantec; it requires some ex-
planation. Are wages inecluded in it?
Perhaps this is also in eonneetion with
smelters,

The Minister for
charges are ineluded.

Vote put and passed.

Mines: Operating

Vote — Development  of Agriculture,
£540,074:
Mr. GEORGE: I move—
That proyress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-—
Ayes .. - N
Noes .. . .. 18

Majority against .. 1

- AYESB.
Mr, Allen Mr. Plesse
Mr. Connolly Mr. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Nairn {Teller}
. Noges.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Lophlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Chesson Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Wallker
Mr. Johnston Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Mullany Mr. Bolton
(Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Ttem—Abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,
chilling, and canning works, Wyndham;
refrigerating works, export depét, grain
gheds, and sale yards (including land re-
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suniplions and origmal equipment, furni-
ture, efe.}, £121,000.

Mr. GEORGE: This item refers to,
amongst other things, freezing works at
Wyndham. 1 desire as far as possible io
avoid touching on the report of the select
committee in this econneetion, but I think
I shall be able to show hon. members,
without doing that, a mosi serious posi-
{ion. Regarding the Wyndham freezingz
works, the Committee has not had yet
any statement from the Government as v
the probable ecost. Twelve months age
the scope of ithe projeet was stated in
general terms, but Parliament has merely
affirmed, so far, the desirability of erect-
ing the works. Matters have moved fo
such an extent that members cannet ig-
nove the course of the proposition. Tle
Government attempted to gain informa-
tion for their guidance, and ealled in an
expert, who made a report. That report
dealt with Lhe site of the works, with the
questions of jetty aceommodation and
waler supply, and in some measure, but
very incompletely, with provision for
stock to be (reated at the works. With the
commercial aspect of the proposition the
report dealt in only these few words—

We consider ihe ercetion of these
works would be a sound commereial
proposition, and with the shortage ob-
tnining in Lhe world’s visible supply of
meat there is ample scope for advance-
menl and development wilh profitable
results.

The works ¢an only be regarded as an-
other of the trading concerns which the
poliey of the (lovernment has placed vpon
ihe couniry. No eslimates of cost of
construciion, cost of production, or pro-
bable returns and profits have been sub-
milted, thongh it seems as though the cost
will be half a million. We have nothing
reliable to indicate that Wyndham ecan
produce (he stock required fo keep the
works going. On this point Mr. Cairns,
an expert adviser of the Government, ex-
pressed himself as follows:—

Wyndham freezing works. As a
first consideration, a writien agreement
with the suppliers of stoeck for ten
years hefore we spend a penny.
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The Minister for Works: We are nol
soitg to lake his advice on evervthing.

Mr, GEORGE: This matter is one for
experts, and on it 1 prefer Mr. Cairns’
opinion Lo any obiter dictum of Ministers.
The Premicr gave an indignan{ declama-
livn to-night beeaunse members helittled,
as he said, the reputation of  Messrs,
Merz & Mchlellan as  experis. Mo
Cairns further states that in c¢onneelion
with this |rojeel there are no data as to
tle material at hand. 1f£ Minislers are
not prepared lo give weight to Mr.
Cairns’ opinion, why do they keep him
in the serviee? The eapacilty of the
woiks, according to the patiers laid on
the Table, 1s 300 caille per doy. Mr. Ne-
vanas' report of the 14th October last,
csiimales that 30,000 per head can be ob-
tnined per annum. DBut the oificer de-
puted by the Minister for Works in Alareh
iast to report telegraphed—
Local catile owners deprecate more
than 900 head per week beinz avail-
able.
There is no evidence whatever as fo the
number of sheep available. Let me give
the House a few figures which T have put
together and which T believe are correet.
The eontraet, whieh was let in sueh a
hurry and was afterwards cancelled,
amounted to £155,000. The Minister for
Works will nol ronfend that under any
arrangemen! he 13 making at present it is
likely to cost less than £135,000. In
addition to thal the papers disclose that
an expendilure of nearly £30.000 is ve-
quired For the purpose of housing abont
3350 men, who will have to be sent up
there. Ji is also patent in connection
with freight that £6,000 extra will lave
to be paid. The jetty, we have hieen {old
by the Minister, will cost £40,000, and
the Government have paid £3,845 to ibe
exyert who zave them a report. 1F the
Government make the arranzement they
have been attempling to make wilh Mr.
Dunkerley the charges will run into
£7.500.

The Minister for Works: Who says
we have been attempting to make an ar-
rangement with him?

Mr, GEORGE; 1 say so,
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Tlre Minmister for Works: 1 deny if.
Dunkerley will not get it if T have any-
thing to do with the matter.

Mr. GEORGE: Will the Minister leL
me put it this way?

The Minister for Weorks: Well, speak

honestly,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mimister) :  Yos, speak the truth if vou
ean,

Mr. GEORGE: Mr. Chairman will
you put that man out of this place?

Hon. R. H. Underwood {ITlonorary
Minister): No, he cannot,

The CHAIRMAN:  Order! 1T most

ask lon, members not to make these in-
ferjections, They leal to nupleasaniness.

The Minister for Works: It is hard-
to refram from interjecting when one
hears an lion. member making soeh in-
corrvect statemenls,

The CHAIRMAN: There is no necl
to interject, becuuse in a diseussion of
this character an hon. member ean speak
on the subject as often as be likes.

Mr. GEORGY: Will the AMinister fov
Works deny that Mr. Dunkerley has heen
engaged for {hese works? Will he deny
that Mr, Dunkerley and the Fngzineer-in-
Chief went to Wyndham on the 22nd
July in conneetion with (lhese negzolia-
tions?

The Minister for Works: Mr. Duonk-
erley went there on his own. The En-
gineer-in-Chief hapyencd to be on the
same boat.

Mr. GEORGIE: My s!atemenl is thai
an arrangement has been made with Mr.

Dunkerley. Surely that cannot be ob-
jected to, :

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorury
Minister): No arrangements have heen
made.

The CHAIRMAN ; Order!

Mr. GEGRGE: I repeat that my state-
ment is that if an arrangement has heen
made—-

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Fonorary
Minister): T tell you no arrangement
has been made.

Mr. GEORGE : Mr. Chairman, what am
T to do with such a yahoo?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hoenorary
Minister) : T+ to put bim ont.
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VMr. GEORGE: If I was a younger
man I would soon put tiie hon, member
ouf.

Hon, R. H. Guderwood (Honorary
Ainister) :  1i is all right, we are about
the same age:

The CHAIRMAN: Ordor!

My, GEORGI: Mr. Dunkerley has
heen negotiaiing wiith the Public Works
department and the negoliations resulted
in that genileman being engaged and his
charges will prokably be in the neighbour-
hood of £7,500. 1f no arrangement has
been made with him an item probably
amounting to that will have to be pro-
vided for supervision by the officers of
ihe Works department,

The Premier: Have you a brief for
Dunkerley ?

Mr. GEORGE: 1 have not. The Pre-
mier knows well that he is not doing him-
self justice by making such an insinua-
tion. T am stating what is a fact.

The Premier: You bave seen Dunkerley
more than once.

Mr. GEORGE : That is an absolute lie.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GEORGE: The hon, member said
that T was out for a bit with Mr, Dunker-
ley; that is an absolute lie.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : No one said anything of the
kind. )

The CHAIJRMAN: Order! If the
Minister made the statement he mnst
withdraw it and the hon, member musi
also withdraw the words “It is a lie,”
Did the Honorary Minister make that in-
terjection?

Hon. R. H. Underwooi
Minister) : I did not.

Mr. GEORGE: Then if he did not
make the stafement you will not require
me to withdraw “Tt is a lie,” T have no
brief for Dunkerley in any shape or
form.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (IHonorary
Minister): T think the hon. member
ought to withdraw the words “It is a lie.”
They are quite unparliamentary.

The CHAIRMAX: The member for
Murray-Wellington was of the opinion
that his honour had been reflected upon
by the Honorary Minister.

{Honorary
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Hon. R. M. Underwoed (Homorary
Minister) ; T never spoke.

Mr. GEORGE: Tf the Honorary Min-
ister has nothing to withdraw my vemark
has no application. I was informing the
Commiitee that 1f any avrrangement had
been arrived at with Mr. Dunkerley the
charge will probably be in Lhe neighbour-
hood of £7,500, and if that was nol made
there would have to be some provision
for supervision by departmental officers
and thal supervision would probably cost
a similar amount. There are addiliens
whieh have heen made to this original
contract amounting to something like
£12,000 and there must be provision
made for enhanced eosis, in consequence
of the delay and also the general tendeney
of prices going up, 1 have brought this
matter heforc the House so that members
may consider in eonnection with the sub-
ject the probable expendilure of £264,000.
There will have to be provision made for
the product of these works and an esti-
mate of £250,000 will have to be allowed
for vessels, that is assuming that the Gov-
ernment do not charter ships, If they
charter ships, that will make a difference.
T shall be pleased if it is proved that
these figures are the result more of ner-
vousness than anylhing else. I have made
up lhe cost of the probable turnover for
the year. Taking 900 head of eattle per
week for 26 weeks—and it will not be
confended that the works can be run for
move fhan half a year owing to the
season

The Premier: Easily eight months.

My, GEORGE: T am told that 26
weeks i$ rather a big estimate. However,
toking it as 26 weeks, that would give
23,400 head of eatlle. Caleulating these
at an average of 600 lb. per bullock—and
T am told hy catlle owners that 600 Ib. of
meat per hullock is a very generous esti-
mate—and allowing thai 3d. per Ib. is
realised hy the faetory, which T am told
is far more than iL is possible to get,
that would give us £175,500 for the turn-
over. The hides, horns, bones and other
offal T have set down at £25000, or
roughly ahout £1 per head, which brings
the total to £200,500. To work this con-
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cern we have {o allow salaries for a
manager, engineer, and other officers.
For the manager T have calenlaled £750,
and for the engineer and other officers
£1,250. making a toftal of £2,000. For
the wages of 300 men for 26 wecks—ithe
accommodation for running these works
is set down at 350 men—and allowing
them £1 a week—I do not think they will
be obtained for that—gives a lofal of
£31,200 for wages. The up-and-down
steamer fare for 300 men will cost at
least £10 per head, a fotal of £3,000.
Their {ime np and down will have to he
paid for by the Government, which will
ran into anoiher £3,000. The ail fuel,
faking 1,000 tons for the 26 weeks,
will ecost £3500. The {ravelling ex-
penses of the ollicers, manager, snper-
visnrs, and so on will not he less than
£2,000, Yor malerial such as tin plates,
solder, cover [or eareases, salt, lubrieat-
ing oil, repairs, ete, T have allowed
£10,000. a total of £51,700. The pur-
chase of eattle, caleulaled at £5 per head,
will be £117,000. Interest at 414 per
cent., sinking fund at %% per cent., and
depreciation at 2 per eent.,, will absorb
£19,800, which makes a total of £192,100,
and will leave a balance between tnrnover
and exgenditure of £8.400. Had these
works been carried out under the proposi-
tion which was iurned down by the Gov-
ernment, the remuneration for manage-
ment alone on that turnover would lhave
run into £6,500 per vear, and the percent-
age for purchasing and other items
would have ran up to ahoui £9.000, I de
not profess fo he a cattle man or one who
understands the running of chilling or
meat works, T have put these fizures fo-
pether as near as I ean to let the Govern-
ment nnderstand what is runmng through
my mind, and to give them an oppor-
tunity to offer the Fouse some sort of an
assurance as lo what we are likely to ox-
pect in connection with these works.
The Aliorney General: Are not you
anticipating to-morrow night's debate?
Mr. GEORGE: No, I am tryving fo dis-
tinguish between the two. The report
of the seleet commiiiee deals with
administration.  These Estimales deal
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with the proposition as a commercial
concern. 1 hope I huwe said sufficient to
eause members to think a little over what
we are voting for on this particular item.
The expenditure we are likely to incur—
not that we wish to stop the works—is a
malter the House and the eountry have
a right to be informed upon, as well as
the probable result of the operations.
Unless we are salisfied on these poinis
we shall have no grounds for voting this

money. The works have been considered
too large by those on whom we

have to rely. Works of one-third the
capacity would have been sufficient for
Wyndham and works of one-third the
capacity at Derhy, with the idea of enswm-
ing adequate slock to keep them going.
The undertaking is a large one on which
the Iouse has a right to be thoroughly
salisfied. When Ministers, after entering
inle these trading coneerns, have satisfied
themselves, zuch information as they can
give shonld be given lo the House to show
that they are enfering om good, sound,
commercial propositions. So far T have
heen unable to find more that a mere ex-
pression of opinion to this effect, which
seems to have influenced Minislers fin
every sfep they have taken in this matter.
The Government ought to consent to
report progress at this stage.

The Premier: You have got a cheek.
Call on the next vole and then we will
agree.

Mr. Robiugon: Ttem 59, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Are not we
to receive any reply to the questions whiceh
hav® been put? T asked the Minister for
Works a few days ago whether it was
proposed to let the completion of these
works at Wyndham to Mr, Dunkerley or
to anyone else by coniract, and the Min-
ister said that information eould he ob-
fnined later on. Now, apparently, we
eannot obtain the information.

The Premier: You ean geot all the in-
formation vou want, and we shall sit fill
morning fo give it to yon.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I would like
to know whether Mr. Dunkerley is to be
employed as supervisor, whether the
works are fo be completed by contraet,
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and whether everyone in this State will
have an opportunity to put in a tender.
I hoye the works will be completed by
day labour, and I hope Mr. Dunkerley,
witomn 1 do not know, will be employed to
supervise the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

member for Murray-Wellington (dMr,
George) said the revenue from ilese

works will just about balance the expendi-
ture. Before we starled running the
State slcamers eattle could he purchasel
at Wyndham at £3 per head. 1In his
calculation the hon. member has allowed
£5 per head. The price al Wyandham is
nothing like that., Apparently the hon.
wember has eut his estimate of the expen-
diture as close as possible, It is rather
lnte to question the poliey of erecting
freezing works at Wyndham. It was the
poliey of hon, members opposite for
years; indced Lhey entered inte a seeret
contract for ihe ereefion of the works.
The hon. member went on Lo show the
cost of the works., I know he has heen
repeatedly in communicalion with Mr.
Dunlkerley.

My, George: That is not correet.

The Premier: Tt is correct.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Will
the hon. member deny that he lizs bheen
at the hotel disecussing this question wilh
Mr. Dunkerley?

Mr. George: T never have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
will aceept the hon. member’s denial, but
T have heen informed that the hon. mem-
ber used to go behind the select qom-
miltee and discuss the question with Mr.
Dunkerley at his hotel.

Mr. George: Thai is ahsolutely untrue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1f
sneh was the ease, in all probability state-
menis  were made which the committee
could not investigale. The pesition 13
that a contract was let for the ereclion
of the works. but nnfortunaiely that eon-
tract had ta be eancelled.

Mr. Hetlmann: Yon said at one time
that there was no contract.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: 1
said an interim eontract had been entered
inlo hut never completed.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Frank Wilson: The question is
whether these works are not too large.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is a matter of opinion, 1 have been
assured by a member of another place
who represents the distriet that it will
reqquire the full eapacity of (he works to
deal with {he eattle lo be grown on the
ouiside areas that will eertainly he taken
up as ihe result of the erection of the
works. That hen. member is very en-
thusiastic over the works, The member
for Murray-Wellington has ealeulated an
estimate of the cost of the works. He
knows that the material we have en hand
has heen purchased at a very low rale,
and he also knows thal (r. Thunkerley
aprreached the department wilh a view
fo erecling the works on a perceninge
hasis, and offered to put down a deposit
of £4,000 as a guarantee that ihe cost
would not exceed a certain figure. Mr.
Dnkerley in his estimate provided a sub-
stantial sum for shipping, nolwithstand-
ing which the estimate did not even ap-
rroximate the fizure suggested bv the
lhon. member, Tt was somewhere about
£155,000, not including water supply.

Mr. George: My figures included water
supply,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
Mr. Dunkerley incladed some £30,000 for
shipping, I explained to him that prob-
ably the State wonld undertake thai. No
agreement has been entered into in
respect to the- carrying on of the works.
The hon. member said we had attempted
to get Mr. Dunkerley to make a conliract
with us; a5 a maiter of fact Mr. Dunker-
ley tried to gel us {o make a contract.
Again, the hon. member said an arrange-
ment had been enlered into. 1 say no
arrangement has been made. I am in
negotialion now with a man who desires
o slart cement works, but that is not {o
say 1 have attempted to persuade him to
slart sueh works. [ objeet to the hon.
member {rying to lead other hon. mem-
bers {o a wrong conclusion. The hon.
tnember said this was another State
enlerprise the Governmeni were rushing
into. Tet me inform him that Mr.
Dunkerley has offered, not only {o ereet
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ihe works, but fo run them for 12
monihs, paying us interest and sinking
fund. It suggesis that ihose wlo under-
stand the question are of opinion that the
works will be profitable. A point the
hon. nember lost sight of is that the
works are 1o be erected with the object
of developing a portion of the North-
West at present lying idle, and to enable
station owners to dispose of their stock.
There are {housands of catile there unfit
to send to the market, and to deal with
them it 1s necessary that eanning works
should be erected. Hon. members ap-
rosile have hbeen enthusiastic on this
Point.

Mpr. Heitmann: And you have been
just as enthusiastic in your opponsilion
to it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr. lleitmann: Af the 1908 election
we {ought ihe Wilson Government on it.

The Premier: That is incorrect.

My, Heitmann; Three years and four
months ago Ihe then Minister for Works
reporled against the project.

The Premier: It was not he works,
hut the method proposed, that we fought
against in 1908,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
have been many changes since then,
T Lave supporied my friends opposite on
many oceasions on which they have sinece
accused me of opposing them. Tt was a
very common oceurrence for me to cross
ihe floor of the House to support the
lien. member during the time when he
was in oflice, | cannot be expected to
say what is going in be the aetnal result
in the commencement of these works.
Mr. Dunkerlev offered to erect them on a
five per cent. batis at a certain figure,
and to run them for the first 12 months,
which wonld probably be the worst time
of any.

My, Thomson: That was conditionally
on his ereeling them,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
was to pay interest and sinking fund and
depreciation for the first 12 months,

Mr, Willmott: Thal is well worth con-
sideration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have not yet considered Lhat offer. I was
personally sympathetic towards ihe pro-
Ject of Mr. Dunkerley carrying out the
works on thai basis, I thought when he
came to diseuss this question with me as
Minister that we were talking the maiter
over in confidence. To-nmight the member
for Murray-Wellinglion has denied {hat
ke was wont to go to Mr. Dunkerley’s
hatel for the pnrpose of diseussing the
works with him. At all events, T eould
not help thinking that many of the mal-
ters whieh Mr. Dunkerley and myself
have discussed were eonveyed 1o the hon.
member (o use indirectly against us
afterwards,

Mr. George: Nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member has, however, denied this.
T zot so far with the negotiations with
Myr. Dunkerley that T had his offer typed
and gave Ministers a ecopy in order that
they might go into the matter and see
whether or not it would be better to hand
over fhe construelion to him on the per-
centage basis. In the meantime Mr. Dun-
kerlev left for the Eastern States. T be-
lieve the Chief Architect had made some
arrangemenis with him for his engineer
1o inspeet the machinery which was be-
ing manufactured in Melbourne, as BMr.
Dunkerley had recommended the class of
machinery which was fo be used. Mr.
Dnnkerlev has underfaken this at a small
charge, and the melhod was cheaper to
us than engaging an outside engineer. So
far as the progress of the work is con-
cerned, T may say that the water supply
i3 bheing carried out, and we hope within
a few weeks to have it eompleted. Men
have been sent up for the purpoze of
erecling canning rooms, n house for the
slaff, and one or two other buildings
which are to be used temporarily for the
storage of material whieh has te he un-
der cover during the vainy esason. The
aquestion of (he main building, which will
be in reinforeed concrele, has not yet
heen settled. The work will probably be
carricd o1t departmentally under the
supervision of the officers of the Public
Works Department. We have been ad-
vised noft to have an engineer to lake
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charge of the construction, but to ap-
[eint the official who would in all prob-
ability run the works afterwards to ad-
vise the department as to the installation
of machinery and other malters. Up io
the present I have not placed that advice
before my colleagues.

Hono. Frank Wilson: Have you got a
man ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have made no attempt to get one vel. 1
did not place this question before my
collengues because I was waiting for the
report of the select committee. It is pro-
bable that the conerele building will not
he commenced before March next.

Mr. Heitmann: Have you any idea as
to the cost of the water supply?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
eapital eost is somewhere beiween £30,000
and £40,000, N

Mr. GEORGE: T may explain that 1
have only seen Mr, Dunkerley three times
in my life. I saw bim once before the
select commitiee was appointed, I saw
him on another oceasion when I went
with the full knowledge of the committee
to nsk him to give evidence and I then
saw lim only for five minutes at his
hotel, and T saw him onece more when he
eame before the select commiitee., Since
e left ihe committee room I have never
spoken to him or had any eommunica-
tion with him, direetly or indirectly, ant
I do not know where he is, on my word
of honour,

The Premier: The name of the hotel
where yon saw him, and the time at which
you saw him can be furnished.

Mr, GEORGE: T can prove that any
assertion of that kind is untrue.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GEORGE: I have given my word,
and T do not need to give my word twice
to anyone,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
hon. member resume his seat?

My. THOMSON: In my opinien, if
the Clovernment have a man with know-
ledge of works of this description and
who will put them upon a 5 per cent.
basis, they should accept the offer. 1
feel convineed that it would be a business
proposition. Admittedly, on the Minis-

Will the

[ASSEMBLY.]

ter’s own showing, the departmental offi-
cers have no expert knowledge of the
subject, In my opinion the Government
would be wise to reconsider their decision
on the point.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It would mean
another £8,000 for twelve months' super-
vision.

Mr, THOMSON: Under departmental
cantrol, T feel sure the estimate will be
largelv execeeded, what with distriet al-
lowances, (ravelling expenses, and so
forih,

The Minisler for Works: We would
have to pay for supervision in addition
to paying Lhe expert.

My, THOMSON: There is no need
for the Government lo appoint a super-
visor of their own if the expert is com-
1etent. TFoven departmental work is not
always carried out in accordance with
plans and specifications, though, no mat-
ter how ahsurd they may be, these are
always enforeed on contractors.

The Premier: In connection with what
departmental works has that been the
ease?

My, THOMBON: I speak of what T
know, By leiting the work to the expert
suggested—whom, by the way, I person-
ally do not know at all—the Government
would get the work done within the esti-
mate.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I would
much prefer that public tenders should
he called for this work, and indeed for
every work, Tf, on the other hand, the
Government have deeided to carry out
this work departmentally, let it he done
with their responsible offtcers, The hring-
ing in of an ountside man would only
mean another elaim. But let ws sce that
we have departmental officers who e¢an
do the work properly.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, ete., £30,000:

Hon. FRANK, WILSON: The Premier
is hehaving childishly and unfairly in not
rerorfing progress at this stage, in ae-
cordance with his promise.

The DPremier: No. T did not promise.

MHon. FRANT WILSON: The Premier
cannot stand to his word.
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The Premier: I take exception to that
remark.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
said he would report progress after the
last vote was passed.

Item—Perth-Fremantle-road, reinstate-
ment, £6,500.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : wWill the
Minister explain on whal basis it has
been decided fo allot this amount {o the
different local authorities. 1 would also
like to know if the Government are going
lo improve {he back road, in order that
we may he able to travel safely and
conventently to Fremantle. [ would also
like te know what is being done about
the Karrakatta-road, which is in a bad
state of repair. Moreover, a section of
the Perth-Fremantle-road is closed {o
iraffie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: | al-
mit the work of reconstructing the Perth-
Fremantle-road is going on slowly but I
do not see the necessity for elosing the
whole of this road. I shall make inquiries
and see whether a portion of the road
cannof be opened. Tn regard to the pay-
ments, the Government eame to a decision
to spread Lhe pavment over a number
of vears. Afler that a select committee
of the Legislative Assembly dealt with
the matter and the report of that ecom-
mittee will douhtless come up for dis-
cussion in a day or two.

Hon, ¥rank Wilson: Then vou have
not derided how vou are going to appor-
tion it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt
has heen decided to spread the payments
over a period of 16 years.

Tton. Frank Wilson: 1What about the
Warrakatta-road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have heen effecling some repairs there in
conjunction with the Cemetery Board.

Hon, J. T Connolly: Will von see
that the Perih-Fremantle-road is kept
open, hecanse the Karrakatta-road is
almost impassable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
was not aware that anv portion of the
Perth-Fremantle-road was closed. 1 will
inquire into that without delay.
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ltem—Public buildings, £30,000.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Wiil the
Minister inform the Committee liow much
has been expended on the Wooroloo sana-
lorium? T notice it is to be completed
this year. We are aware that a large
sum of money has been spent there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1T
rannot stale the exact amouni but T
know it has exceeded the estimale. The
inereased cost of material has involved
an excess of £18,000. The last eslimate
| saw in regard to this institution was
£110,000, which, of conrse, inelndes ma-
chinery, elertric light, plant, ete.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—ther undertakings, £168,044:

Mr. ROBINSON : | understood the
P'remier to state thal as soon as we
finished the roads and bridges and publie
buildings vote he would agree to report
progress. 1s he zroing to keep his word?

The Premicr: Is the hon, member en-
titled io address himself to the Committee
in that fashien?

The CHAIRMAN : The lion. member 1is

not eniitfed o do s0. Moreover, the
debales in  Commitlee are hecoming
irregular apd it will be necessary to

resiriet them in the fulure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Surely we can
elicit information from the Premier as
Ilo what he proposes to do, because his
action will conirol onr actions also.

The CHATRMAN: There are no means
by which the hon. member ean rise on a
vote and ask 1he Premter a question as
to what he proposes to do.

The PREMIER: In view of the re-
marks made by the leader of the Opposi-
fton and i{he imperiinent queslion asked
by the member for Cnnning, T would like
to explain that T am not desirons of
detaining members unreasorably.  An
understanding was arrived at, although it
was not in the rature of an azreement,
that the balance of the Loan Esfimates
would he put through to-night.  That-
understanding was eome to en Thursday
night last. We have not (uite completed
the [.oan Estimates.

Hon. Frank Wilson: FExecose me, yon
never mentioned anything about it.
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The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition is not the only member in the
House.
~Hon. Frank Wilson: I am the only
member with whom you can have an un-
derstanding.

Mr. Willmott: Consult me and we shall
all go home.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition was not consnlted and {here
was no agreement made. There was an
understanding that the Loan Estimates
would be completed to-night, 1 am not
going to argue the point. 1 wish to clear
u]p the other poinl raised, that I am not
keeping my word. At 11 o’clock mem-
hers asked to report progress on the first
item under ‘development of agriculture.
T then pointed out thal it was not desir-
able to discuss this matier twice over. I
had given my word earlier to bring on
the motion for the adoption of the select
committee’s report to-morrow when the
whole question could be discussed from
every phase. Then I offered to report
progress if members would allow roads
and bridges to be ealled on, so that we
could catch the last train.

Hon. I. D. Connelly: They did so.

The PREMIER: No. The member for
Murray-Wellington spoke till’ 11.30 and
asked for an explanation. Would the
Minister for Works lel him go without
an explanation?

Mr. . B. Johnston: I thought le was
going to let it go without an explanation.

The PREMIER: No. I told the Min-
ister lo make the explanation. We have
now been detained till after midnight and
it is unfair to those members who have
to travel by train to ask that progress be
now reported.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : When we
agreed to meet at 3 o'clock instead of
4.30 in the aflerncon, it was undersiood
that we would adjourn at a reasonable
.hour, an earlier hour than we had been
in the habit of adjourning.

The Premier : Not with
walling gomg on.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: There has
been no stonewalling. We have not yet

the stone-
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adjonrned at a reasonable hour since we
have been meeting at 3 o'clock and the
Minister has nol conducted the business
of the House properly or treated us
fairly. There was no understanding with
members of the Opposition ner were we
consnlied.

The Premier: T sat there onee and
know how you consulted me.

Hon. FRAXK WILSON : Now {he
Premier is getting insulting. I always
consilted the Premier and on every ocea-
sion kepl my word and I ask him to keep
his arrangement. 1f he wants fair treat-
ment £rom ns, he must keep his promise.
If there is an arrangement {0 bhe made
I, as leader of the Opposition, expect the
arrangement to be made with me, and
when made to be earried out. There was
no understanding when we reported pro-
gress last week.

Mr. Robinson: But there was an un-
derstanding at 11.30.

The Minister for Works: 1
given my explanation.

Mr. Bolton: The member for Murray-
Wellington was stonewnlling.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: He was not.
The Premier is wrong in stating that we
ean debate the whole question to-morrow.
The member for Marray-Wellingion
simply called attention fo the excessive
cost of the proposed works and warned
the Government that the works might be
too large. To-marrow we shall deal with
the report of the select commitfee on the
contract of Nevanas & Co. That has
nothing to do wilth the item on the Esti-
mates.

Mr. Bolton: Tdo not you think it was
a fair proposal, when the Premier pro-
mised to puf that motion first on the
Notice Paper for to-morrow, not to
stonewall to-night?

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
been no stonewalling.

'The Premier: There has.

Hon, FRANTK WILSON: There has
not. 1 know what stonewalling is from
scores of experiences when the present
Premier was in Opposition. No one on
this side has made a stonewalling speech.

had not

There has
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The Premier: There was reason for
our stonewalling, but there is none for
yours.

Mr. Thomson: There has been no stone-
walling.

The Premier: What do you propose
to do if I report progress?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The member
for Murray - Wellington had finighed
speaking and the member for Canning
had called on the next item and the Pre-
mier said if he passed that he would
report progress.

The Premier: If I agree to reporl pro-
gess, will you finish these Estimates lo-
morrow after finishing the motion?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T do not
know how long that debate will take.

The Premier: There you are; I cannot
make any arrangement with you. Yom
will not commit yourself,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I will pro-
mise to sit to get these Eslimates finished
after we have finished the debate on the
motion to-morrow but T cannot say that
we will finish the debate to-morrow.

The Minister for Works: We had bet-
ter get them through now.

The Premier: That is an undertaking.
If we report progress now you will com-
plete the Loan business to-morrow. We
have to get it np to the Council.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am willing
to do that but T cannot undertake that
the debafe will be finished to-morrow,
We shall be considering the report on a
big question and if every member wants
to speak when shall we finish it? I will
underiake, after finishing the other de-
hate, to complete these Estimates.

The Premier: I am speaking of getting
the Appropriation Bill to the Council.
They are waiting for business.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then stari
with these Estimates at 3 o’clock and take
the other motion afterwards,

The Premier: Will you complete the
Appropriation Bill?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Before we
rise, if you wish it. There has been no .
stonewalling,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with
amendmenls.
BILL — LTCENSING ACT AMEND-

MENT CONTINUANCE.
Message received notifying that the
Couneil could see no reason for depart-
ing from 1he procedure adopted in
amending {he Bill,

BILL —INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT..

Returned from the Couneill with a
a further amendment.
House adjourned at 12.28 am.

(Wednesday).

Regislative Conngil,
Wednesday, 3rd November, 1915.
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